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Introduction

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a set of 17 integrated global goals

intended to promote a prosperous future across the world. The SDGs were first approved in

2015 and form part of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. Substantive support and

capacity-building for the SDGs and related concerns are provided by the United Nations

Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA). The SDGs encourage a sustainable

strategy to solving global concerns that affect all countries and necessitate cooperative action.

Most government programs have a reasonably limited duration of roughly 4-5 years, and their

long-term viability is frequently jeopardized by changes in political agendas. The SDGs make

plans for the next 15 years, when most governments would not be in power. As a result,

politicians are held accountable for long-term growth and strategies.

Despite calls to “Leave no one behind”, LEDCs find themselves unable to achieve the

SDGs' requirements. Furthermore, it could be claimed that the objectives are too western,

forcing LICs to rely on aid and foreign interference. Despite the fact that the SDGs were

designed as a set of universal goals, the COVID-19 pandemic has exposed discrepancies

between the global south and the global north, demonstrating how far LICs are from reaching

these goals by 2030.This research report will cover all 17 SDGs and their constraints in

LEDCs, allowing attendees to come up with solutions and ideas to be be voiced in a fruitful

debate during the conference.

Definition of Key Terms

Less Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs)

A list of underdeveloped countries with the lowest socioeconomic development

indicators and the lowest Human Development Index scores of all countries in the world,
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according to the United Nations. They are also commonly referred to as developing countries,

Low Income Countries (LICs), the Global South or emerging nations.

Most Economically Developed Countries (MEDCs)

Countries with strong socio economic development indicators and the highest Human

Development Index scores of all countries in the world. They are also commonly referred to

as developed countries, the Global North, or High Income Countries (HICs).

Poverty

A circumstance or state whereby an individual or a group lacks the financial

capability and necessities to achieve a minimum standard of living.

Malnutrition

A condition induced by long term food deprivation which hinders the body from

getting the vitamins, minerals, and other nutrients it requires to function properly.

Human Development Index (HDI)

An indicator that shows a country's average performance in three basic elements of

human development: a healthy and long life, education, and a satisfactory standard of living.

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)

The Millennium Development Goals were eight international development targets for

2015, established following the Rio Earth Summit in 2000 and following the adoption of the

United Nations Millennium Declaration.

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

A set of 17 integrated global goals intended to promote a prosperous future across the

world which were signed in 2015.

Background Information

The Sustainable Development Goals and their limitations in LEDCs

1. End Poverty in all its forms everywhere



HagaMUN 2022 | 11th, 12th and 13th of March 2022
Preserving a child’s right to innocence

Poverty rates have been decreasing in recent years and in 2019,  the lowest number

living under the poverty rate since the first records of the statistic in 1959 were recorded.

Despite this, poverty rates have increased in the last two years due to the Covid-19 pandemic,

with a disproportionately large impact on Southern Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa. This was

mostly due to the nature of jobs which people depend on. For example, 70% of the African

population depends on agriculture for their income.

2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable

agriculture

One out of every nine persons on the earth is affected by chronic malnutrition. The

great majority of these individuals live in LEDCs. The situation is the worst in Africa, where

about 21% of the population is hungry on a daily basis. With roughly one out of every four

people suffering from malnutrition, Sub-Saharan Africa is the poorest region in the world. In

terms of absolute numbers, Asia is the continent with the most hungry people. More than

11% of the population suffers from food insecurity. Although the situation in southern Asia

has improved, famine has worsened in western Asia.

3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well being for all at all ages

The United Nations' Human Development Index (HDI) is an indicator that shows a

country's average performance in three basic elements of human development: a healthy and

long life, education, and a satisfactory standard of living.The HDI score for most developed

countries is 0.8 or above. These countries have strong economies, stable governments, and

extensive education and healthcare. They also have long life expectancies. The world's low -

income countries (LICs), on the other hand, tend to have HDI scores below 0.55, putting

them in the "poor human development" category. LDCs are plagued by insecure governance,

widespread poverty, a lack of healthcare, and inadequate education. These countries also have

poor incomes and life expectancies, as well as high birth rates. This exemplifies the HDI's

primary goal: to aid the UN in determining which nations (particularly the least developed)

require assistance.

4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning

opportunities for all
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Many developing nations lack sufficient resources to build schools, supply

educational resources, and hire and retain personnel. Basic training programs are not

available , and schools, which are in short supply, have enormous classes.Consequently, the

number of dropouts and poor academic performance remains high.More than 72 million

children remain unschooled around the world as a result of poverty and marginalization. The

most affected region is Sub-Saharan Africa, where over 32 million children of primary school

age are still illiterate. With almost 27 million uneducated youngsters, Central and Eastern

Asia, as well as the Pacific, are badly affected by this problem. Girls account for more than

54% of the world's unschooled population. This issue is especially prevalent in the Arab

States, Central Asia, and Southern and Western Asia, and is mostly explained by males'

cultural and customary favored treatment.  Over 12 million girls in Sub-Saharan Africa are at

risk of never receiving an education. More than 80% of Yemeni girls will never have the

opportunity to attend school. Even more troubling, many countries, such as Afghanistan and

Somalia, make no effort to close the educational gap between girls and boys.

5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

Women in LICs fall behind men in a number of key areas, including elementary and

secondary education, formal employment levels, earnings, and political representation. In the

LICs, pregnancy is a crucial – and sometimes vital aspect of the gender difference. Women in

LICs have greater death rates than men of the same age and socioeconomic position due to

childbearing and a lack of medical services. When evaluated in a worldwide context, gender

disparity is growing, and COVID-19 has had a more negative impact on males than on

women. Gender parity has already reached 68 percent worldwide. At this rate, the gender

difference among men and women might be bridged in 136 years.

6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all

Sanitation continues to receive little political and financial support and coverage. 122

million people rely on surface water to meet their basic needs and 1 in 4 individuals do not

have access to a toilet. Additionally, 46% of people worldwide do not have access to properly

managed sanitation. Annually, almost one million lives are lost due to diseases related to

water, sanitation, and hygiene.

7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all



HagaMUN 2022 | 11th, 12th and 13th of March 2022
Preserving a child’s right to innocence

8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive

employment and decent work for all

As previously stated, employment in LICs is restricted by poor standard of living and

low levels of education. LICs' long-term income disparity with the rest of the world has not

been redressed despite significant economic growth since the mid-1990s. The COVID-19

pandemic and the developing dominant international recovery threaten to undermine

economic progress, which is exacerbated by climate changes with detrimental consequences

worlwide.

9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization

and foster innovation

10. Reduce inequality within and among countries

Although wealth disparity between countries has improved, it has worsened within

countries. Currently, 71% of the population is concentrated in countries where inequality has

risen. This is critical since disparities within countries are the inequities that people encounter

on a regular basis. Per the World Bank, an increasing number of Africans are now living in

cities. Asia and Africa are the world's fastest urbanizing regions, according to the United

Nations, which predicts that by 2050, these regions would be 56 percent and 64 percent

urban. Simultaneously, many areas of the world have seen increased economic disparity in

recent years.

11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable

LICs are more likely than HICs to have crime-related issues. Low income levels,

rising unemployment, and disorderly urban growth may all contribute to increased violence

and crime. Crime frequently acts as an obstacle to society's socioeconomic development,

deterring investment, boosting transaction fees, and subsequently stimulating migration,

which contributes to significant economic inequities.

12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts

Because most impoverished nations are located close to the equator, they are far more

affected by climate change than Northern HICs. As a result, LICs are disproportionately

harmed seeing as they are unable to keep up with HICs. Furthermore, HICs have limited

access to recent technologies, making it harder to find solutions that mitigate the effects of

climate change.
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14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for

sustainable development

15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably

manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and

halt biodiversity loss

Developing countries can no longer operate, much less develop, without a heavy

reliance on fossil resources. Usually, global warming comes second to nourishing, sheltering,

and educating the populations of these countries. Yet, in many of these countries, climate

variability and the impacts of climate change are already having an influence on food

security.

16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide

access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at

all levels

While some progress has been achieved towards gender equality, various issues such

as language, social values, immigration, and racial diversity have resulted in a shift away

from mental health, LGBTQ+, race, and financial inclusion. Diversity and inclusiveness have

been linked to increased economic growth.

17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for

sustainable development

Major Countries and Organizations Involved
The Group of 20 (G20)

The Group of Twenty is a group of 19 countries and the European Union that meet on

an intergovernmental level. It focuses on significant global economic concerns such as

international financial stability, climate change mitigation, and sustainable development.

Most of the world's top economies are represented in the G20, including both developed and

developing countries. As a significant economic participant, the G20 plays a critical role in

ensuring that LEDCs have access to trade in order to promote economic growth and

long-term development in accordance with the SDGs. The G20, as the world's largest

platform for international cooperation, is a key actor in achieving the SDGs, with members

accounting for around 85% of global GDP and 75% of global trade.
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The United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA)

UNDESA is in charge of following up on major UN summits and conferences, as well
as providing services to the UN Economic and Social Council and the UN General
Assembly's Second and Third Committees. THE UNDESA assists countries around the world
in setting agendas and making decisions in order to meet their economic, social, and
environmental challenges. It encourages international cooperation to promote universal
sustainable development, with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the SDGs
serving as a foundation.

Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

September 2000 Millenium Development Goals signed with

the intended achievement date set to 2015.

The goals addressed issues ranging from

halving extreme poverty rates to preventing

the spread of HIV/AIDS and ensuring

universal primary education.

13-22 June, 2012 The United Nations Conference on

Sustainable Development (UNCSD) was the

third international conference on

environmental sustainability aimed at

resolving the global community's economic

and environmental objectives.

January 2013 UN General Assembly Open Working Group

on Sustainable Development Goals (OWG)

set up. The OWG was a 30 member group

tasked with forming proposed goals to be

presented to international leaders in 2015.

2015 SDGs first approved

2017 Since proposed goals in 2015 were made
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vague in order to allow for development, the

SDGs were revised in 2017 and made more

nuanced.

2030 Intended achievement date for SDGs

Relevant UN Treaties and Events

● Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 21 October
2015 (A/RES/70/1)

● The Sustainable Development Goals, 2015
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/

Possible Solutions
Create more attainable goals that are necessary in LEDCs

SDGs that promote long-term sustainability and mitigate the long-term effects of

climate change, such as SDGs 7 and 9, are important, but they are less important in regions

with low human development. This is not to say that MEDCs should not pursue these

objectives; however, it is critical for development to improve at the individual level before

undertaking large projects involving industry and sustainable industry. Delegates can choose

whether to change specific SDGs or simply ensure that more emphasis is placed on SDGs

that improve human lives in the short term.

Identify the source of the problem directly
The SDGs cover a wide range of objectives, all of which are worthwhile to pursue.

Despite this, they are primarily targeted at developed economies and are frequently difficult

to adopt in developing ones. The vast majority of the impoverished and food insecure, for

example, live in rural areas. As a result, wealth redistribution and food production must begin

here. Promoting local producers (the largest source of food for the impoverished) to increase

their earnings, food security, and access to markets, particularly local markets, is one way to

do this.  Families will be better positioned to deal with future food difficulties if communities

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
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are enabled to cultivate or acquire their own food. By doing so, LEDCs will come closer to

achieving the SDGs 1,2,8 and 10.

Decreasing conflict and instability
During COVID-19, the UN should not abandon its efforts to promote peace in

developing nations. Political conflict can have a severe influence on infrastructural

development, transit systems, and land usage, while also triggering income loss,

displacement, and food price inflation. Vital services and commodities become even more

inaccessible to the most vulnerable when regions grow increasingly volatile and besieged by

violence. Although rather utopian, peace may perhaps be brought to unstable regions through

conventions, peace negotiations, and a greater emphasis on international law. As a result,

residents around the world may experience less economic and social hardship. By doing so,

LEDCs will come closer to achieving the SDGs 11,16 and 17.

Provide direct aid
Despite the fact that billions of dollars are invested in LEDCs for development, this

money rarely benefits their population for a variety of reasons. To begin with, large-scale

industrial projects, which the West may find alluring and in which it may like to invest, do

not improve the quality of life for the average impoverished and hungry population. Second,

governments may be corrupt, resulting in no money being re-invested in the economy or

distributed to those in need. Finally, aid is sometimes a loan, leaving countries severely

reliant on and indebted to MEDCs, jeopardizing long-term development because

governments are not completely self and reliant on wealthier states. States should be

encouraged to provide direct assistance to those in need. Aid can be sent in the form of

educators, medics, and other specialists who can assist citizens with the help of NGOs.

Improve human development
Human development is critical in society since a high quality of life boosts

productivity and, as a result, the economy. An increased HDI can be achieved by:

● Expansion in the health care system

● Prioritizing educational development

● Agricultural innovation
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Crop automation, automated tractors, and drones are just a few of the prominent innovations

used by farms today which can be used in LICs. Farm mechanization tackles important

concerns such as population growth, labor shortages, and shifting consumer demands.

● An increase in job prospects.

Increasing possibilities for women can be accomplished by successfully implementing gender

equality legislation. In addition, additional data may also be collected to measure the total

productive workforce in order to predict the employment opportunities.
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