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Introduction

Vaccination is essential in protecting ourselves and those around us from diseases and

illnesses. Vaccines save up to 3 million lives each year and relieve symptoms for millions

more. Previously fatal diseases such as smallpox and tetanus have either disappeared or are

only seen on a very rare basis since the introduction of vaccines. Other diseases, such as

measles, have been reduced by up to 99%. It is critical for people to have access to vaccines

in order for these benefits to continue, because infectious diseases can quickly spread if

people stop getting vaccinated.

Although developed nations were able to respond to the severity of the virus by

obtaining enough doses to vaccinate their citizens numerous times, poorer countries remain

unable to do so. Developing nations, most of which are in central and southern Africa but

also include Afghanistan and western Asia, have only been able to secure first doses for at

most 60% of their population. Due to the complexity and threatening nature of the virus,

developing nations have resulted to hoarding vaccines. It is estimated that only 261 million

doses of the 1.8 billion vaccine doses promised by rich countries had been delivered by

October 2021.

This is an unjust situation in which the vast majority of vaccines have only been

administered in high income countries (HICs). Patents are not an issue for countries such as

Israel and Canada, which have secured approximately 5 vaccines per citizen, whereas low

income countries (LICs) have far less access to vaccines. With only about 8% of the

continent's population fully immunized against the disease the average in Africa conceals

significant differences between countries. Mauritius and Morocco, for example, have already

fully vaccinated 72 and 62 percent of their populations whereas vaccination rates in countries

such as the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Burundi remain well below one percent.
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Definition of Key Terms

Less Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs)

A list of underdeveloped countries with the lowest socioeconomic development

indicators and the lowest Human Development Index scores of all countries in the world,

according to the United Nations. They are also commonly referred to as developing countries,

Low Income Countries (LICs), the Global South or emerging nations.

Most Economically Developed Countries (MEDCs)

Countries with strong socio economic development indicators and the highest Human

Development Index scores of all countries in the world. They are also commonly referred to

as developed countries, the Global North, or High Income Countries (HICs).

Patents

A type of property right which prevents others from creating, using, or selling an

invention for a limited amount of time in exchange for the owner publishing an enabling

disclosure of the invention.

Licensing

The act of granting or obtaining permission to possess, manufacture, or use something

created or owned by another person or corporation. An example of this is the licensing

agreement between AstraZeneca and the Serum industry in India which supplied Indian

citizens with one billion doses of the Covid-19 vaccine.

Monopolies

A dominant company in an industry that produces and sells an exclusive product with

no close substitutes and has strong price control. Due to regulations and patents, other

businesses face significant barriers to participation in the industry.

Vaccine inequity

An act of injustice whereby the vast majority of vaccines have only been administered

in HICs.
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Covid-19

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is a viral infection caused by the SARS-CoV-2

virus.

Background Information
The first confirmed COVID-19 human infections occurred in Wuhan, Hubei, China.

The disease quickly spread throughout the world, and the World Health Organization (WHO)
declared it a pandemic on March 11, 2020. To date, the disease has claimed nearly 6 million
lives, emphasizing the importance of vaccines being widely available around the world.

Large pharmaceutical companies such as Pfizer, Janssen, and AstraZeneca rushed to

join the race to innovate the life-saving vaccination and quickly received millions from

countries such as the United States, the United Kingdom, and organizations such as the

European Union in order to provide them with vaccinations as soon as they were approved.

Unsurprisingly, LEDCs were left behind because their countries lacked major

pharmaceuticals or the resources to pay millions and millions of dollars due to the economic

consequences of COVID-19.

Despite HICs consistently exceeding the WHO's target of vaccinating 10% of the

global population by the end of September 2021, 56 countries, the vast majority of which are

LICs, failed to meet this target. More countries fell short of the WHO target of vaccinating

40% of their populations by the end of 2021 and 70% by the middle of 2022. Inequitable

vaccine distribution is having a disproportionate effect on some of the world's most

vulnerable and marginalized people. Infection risks for people who have not yet been

immunized have increased in all states, and concerns have grown as people in LICs face

disproportionate risks from Covid-19.

Over 100 developing countries backed a proposal led by India and South Africa in

March 2021. The goal of this proposal was to dismantle pharmaceutical monopolies that were

impeding mass vaccine production, in order to provide LEDCs with timely and efficient

access to adequate vaccinations. MEDCs, on the other hand, used their financial influence to

derail the  proposal set to be considered at the World Trade Organization (WTO).

Due to the severity of the pandemic and the United Nations' call to "leave no one

behind" in accordance with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly SDG 3
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which calls for "good health and well-being" worldwide, it is critical that member states take

immediate action to address this issue. It is undeniable that HICs should play a larger role in

assisting LICs in securing vaccines for their populations, as COVID-19 does not recognize

borders, necessitating a unified global approach.

Major Countries and Organizations Involved

The World Health Organization (WHO)

The World Health Organization is a specialized agency of the United Nations

responsible for international public health. When it comes to COVID-19 coordination among

member states, WHO is the leading entity, and it oversees the administration of entities such

as COVAX and UNICEF in terms of covid protocol and vaccination. The WHO is also in

charge of advising governments and can establish vaccination rate targets. Throughout the

pandemic, the WHO has attempted to achieve a fairer allocation of vaccinations throughout

the world.

The People’s vaccine alliance (Gavi)

The People's Vaccine Alliance advocates for a global response in which the best

global facilities for individual processes are integrated into a collective effort. In 2021, Gavi

encouraged G20 countries to collaborate with a budget in the tens of billions of dollars, and

that individual countries be ready for finished vaccines to be allocated based on greatest need.

Gavi was named one of the organizations leading the COVAX vaccine allocation plan in

September 2020, with the goal of ensuring that any new COVID-19 vaccine is distributed

equally among the world's richest and poorest countries. The following month, Gavi

announced that up to $150 million had been approved to assist 92 low- and middle-income

countries in preparing for the delivery of future COVID-19 vaccines, along with additional

expertise and refrigeration equipment. Gavi's CEO confirmed in January 2021 that the

organization hoped to deliver up to 750 doses throughout the year.

United Kingdom and United States of America

The United States and the United Kingdom are the most powerful MEDCs that

obstruct the equitable distribution of vaccinations. Major pharmaceutical companies that led

the development of the COVID-19 vaccines, such as Pfizer, Moderna, and AstraZeneca, are
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located in either country, allowing the US and the UK to keep large stockpiles of vaccines.

Furthermore, the EU has joined the United Kingdom and the United States in opposing the

TRIPS waiver. Although these countries have donated vaccines, continued support and

cooperation are required when seeking a large-scale, sustainable solution that will benefit

many citizens in LEDCs and bring vaccination rates to an acceptable level.

South Africa and India

Throughout the pandemic, both countries have taken the lead on the TRIPS waiver

and have been extremely vocal about LEDCs obtaining vaccinations. Furthermore, they are

two countries with sufficient medical expertise and technology, and if permission to

manufacture COVID vaccines is granted, they will benefit LEDCs the most. For example,

The Serum Institute in India has collaborated with AstraZeneca in the United Kingdom to

manufacture vaccines for its citizens, and similar efforts could be pursued on a larger scale

across LEDCs. Both countries have been deeply critical of patents, attempting to highlight

the disproportionate harms they inflict on LICs.

Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

27th December 2019 First confirmed COVID-19 case

31st December 2019 Public health alert issued by WHO

11th March 2020 COVID-19 declared a pandemic by WHO

14th June 2020 Initial trial of the Moderna vaccine

12th August 2020 Initial trial of the Pfizer vaccine

14th December 2020 First COVID dose administered in the USA

March 2021 First COVAX vaccine doses administered in
Africa

10th-11th March 2021 TRIPS waiver proposed by India and South
Africa at the WTO. The proposal failed on
the 11th of March.

April 2021 Establishment of COVAX, millions of doses
donated to LICs in the coming months
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Relevant UN Treaties and Events

● International cooperation to ensure global access to medicines, vaccines and medical
equipment to face COVID-19, 21 April 2020

(A/RES/74/274)

● Ensuring equitable, affordable, timely and universal access for all countries to
vaccines in response to the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, 29 March
2021

(A/HRC/RES/46/14)

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue
The Access to Covid-19 tools (ACT) accelerator

The ACT was established in April 2020 with the goal of speeding up the

development, manufacturing, and equal distribution to COVID-19 tests, treatments, and

vaccines. The ACT, which includes the WHO, the European Commission, France, and the

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, works to accelerate collaborative efforts among existing

organizations to overcome the consequences of the pandemic. The  ACT has received 2.4

billion dollars in donations from various countries. The most notable outcome of the ACT

was the establishment of COVID-19 Vaccines Global Access (COVAX), a global initiative

directed by the Gavi vaccine alliance designed to ensure equitable access to COVID-19

vaccines. COVAX has obtained at least 200 million doses for LICs.

The Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property (TRIPS) waiver

The TRIPS waiver was proposed in 2021 by India and South Africa to ensure that,

during the pandemic, intellectual property rights do not become barriers to urgent, universal,

and affordable access to and development of related health products, including vaccines

critical to combating Covid-19. More than 100 countries supported the WTO waiver, arguing

that it would save lives by allowing developing countries to produce their own COVID-19

vaccines at a low cost. However, some countries remain opposed. As previously stated, the

TRIPS waiver failed because it did not receive the necessary substantive support from

various major economies.
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Possible Solutions
Remove patents for emergency vaccinations

Action may be taken to relinquish patents and pharmaceutical companies' rights to the

production and distribution of COVID vaccines, as this could result in a significant increase

in output, lowering prices to levels that LEDCs can afford. Furthermore, vaccine availability

will rise exponentially if patents are removed for emergency vaccines. As a result, countries

will be able to acquire vaccines, and citizens of LICs will be vaccinated, ensuring that all

possible actions are implemented to alleviate the virus's global spread. As delegates, it is

important to note  that HICs are opposed to this since research and development costs

millions and is a timely process. Additionally,

Licensing

Licensing is the act of granting or obtaining permission to possess, manufacture, or

use something created or owned by another person or corporation. An example of this is the

licensing agreement between AstraZeneca and the Serum industry in India which supplied

Indian citizens with one billion doses of the Covid-19 vaccine. Licensing is more feasible

than repealing patents because it does not stifle innovation and does not take profit away

from pharmaceutical companies. Furthermore, licensing would provide LICs with the

resources and assistance needed to develop the vaccine in their respective countries.
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