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Introduction 

We like to believe that the sputtering 

out of the cold war dismissed the 

looming threat of Mutually Assured 

Destruction, of complete global 

nuclear annihilation. Yet the nuclear 

status quo is not as innocent as we 

like it to believe. In the decades after 

the cold war, many of the nuclear 

states committed to disarmament 

and the dismantling of nuclear arms. 

The US and the Soviet Union heavily reduced their nuclear stockpile since the height of the 

cold war. All United Nations member states (with the exception of India, Israel, South Sudan, 

and Pakistan and North Korea which has since withdrawn from the agreement) are party to 

the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), which prevents the rise of new nuclear-armed states. 

Incontrovertibly, there have been significant efforts to limit both the nuclear capacity of 

nuclear weapon states and the number of nuclear-armed states, however, the evaluation of 

previous efforts is debatable, particularly in the context of the ever-evolving nuclear climate.  

Despite these efforts, there is still a significant risk of a renewed international nuclear arms 

race. This risk is also accompanied by a greater likelihood that these weapons of mass 

destruction are to be put to use. It is thus imperative that the international community 

addresses this issue and commits to an in-depth exploration of possible prevention 

mechanisms and opens themselves up to political dialogue on the subject. Currently, there 

are three main risk factors that could lead to a possible renewed arms race: 
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I. The USA has claimed that the INF has been violated by the Russian Federation and 

after attempts at political dialogue, has withdrawn from the milestone agreement, 

leaving a great gap in international nuclear legislation 

II. Multiple nuclear-armed states have employed nuclear rhetoric, escalating tensions 

and paves the way for misinterpretation, fuelling a possible arms race. 

III. China has gained significance in the nuclear landscape yet is not party to many of the 

intra-nuclear-weapon state agreements such as the INF. Their significance, 

particularly in combination with economic growth, needs to be taken into 

consideration. 

 
Definition of Key Terms 

Nuclear Proliferation 

According to the Britannica Encyclopaedia, nuclear proliferation is “the spread of nuclear 

weapons, nuclear weapons technology, or fissile material to countries that do not already 

possess them”. Nuclear non-proliferation, as mentioned in the NPT, thus refers to preventing 

the spread of nuclear arms to countries that are not currently in possession of such arms. 

They further recognize that the term can also be used to refer “to the possible acquisition of 

nuclear weapons by terrorist organizations or other armed groups” which will not be 

addressed in this research report, as the scope is limited to intra-state nuclear affairs.  

 

Nuclear-Weapon States (NWS) 

The NPT recognized five nuclear states, USA, the Russian Federation, China, the UK, and 

France. The destruction caused by nuclear weapons is unmatched and the possession of 

nuclear weapons deters war. Nuclear deterrence is integral to the military doctrine of these 

nuclear weapon states. 

Nuclear arms 

Under US Law, a nuclear weapon is defined as “any weapon that derives its destructive force 

from nuclear reactions. The nuclear reaction may either be fission or a combination of fission 

and fusion”. It further also notes that nuclear weapons are classified as weapons of mass 

destruction. Furthermore, the law also states that a nuclear weapon is any weapon that 
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contains nuclear material. Nuclear material is further defined as any material containing 

plutonium, uranium, enriched uranium, or uranium isotope 233 or 235. 

Nuclear weapons delivery 

Nuclear weapons delivery is the technology and the systems used to transport the weapon to 

the position of detonation, or near its target. 

Ballistic missiles 

A ballistic missile is a type of nuclear weapons delivery system which is a “missile 

guided in the ascent of a high-arch trajectory and freely falling in the descent”. These 

are usually ground-launched but can also be submarine launched. A ballistic cannot 

be recalled after launch so the decision time is very short. 

Cruise missiles 

A cruise missile is a type of nuclear weapons delivery system which is “guided missile 

that has a terrain-following radar system and that flies at moderate speed and low 

altitude”. Once launched, the trajectory of the missile can be manipulated and it thus 

has a lower chance of being intercepted and can also subsequently be recalled if a 

mistake has been made. 

Air-launched  

Air-launched missiles are usually in the form of a gravity bomb, the earliest form of 

nuclear weapons delivery. Bombs are carried by airplanes and dropped over the 

target area. This weapons delivery system was notably employed by the US when 

dropping the “Little Boy” and “Fat Man” over Japan. Air launched missiles are also 

often destabilizing as the targeted country is not able to verify whether the incoming 

plan is carrying bombs that are of nuclear nature or not. This uncertainty is a cause of 

unrest and destabilization. 

Missile range 

Short range 

Often also referred to as tactical nuclear weapons, short range weapons often have a 

range of maximum 1,000 km. These are intended for battlefield and usually come in 

the forms of torpedoes, mines, bombs, and grenades. These can be detonated using 
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any of the nuclear weapons delivery systems. Pakistan and India have these 

weapons lining the border.  

Inter-mediate range 

These weapons have a range between 1,000 and 5,500 km and had been banned by 

the US and Russia under the recently dissolved INF. For example. from Russia. 

Western Europe could be hit and from North Korea, Japan could be hit. 

Long range 

These weapons are often referred to as strategic nuclear weapons and have been 

used by the USA and Russia to threaten each other’s home countries. The two main 

types of missiles in this category are Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles (ICBMs) and 

Submarine-Launched Ballistic Missiles (SLBMs). ICBMs can reach targets that are up 

to 10,000 km away and travels at about 20,000 km an hour, meaning it usually 

reaches its definition in less than 30 minutes. 

Previous Treaties 
 

NPT 

The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons commonly referred to as the NPT is 

a landmark treaty in nuclear policy. It laid the foundation for the goal of disarmament and 

aims to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and weapons technology while also fostering 

the peaceful use of nuclear energy. The treaty bans all countries, with the exception of the 

nuclear weapon states, from being in the possession of nuclear arms. Though other 

countries have managed to attain nuclear arms such as Israel, India, Pakistan, and the 

DPRK, it has been successful in preventing all countries from entering the nuclear stage and 

escalating tensions internationally. 

INF 

The INF is the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty, signed in 1987 by the USA and 

the USSR. It is a cornerstone of nuclear policy and has banned ground-launched missiles at 

a range that is classified in between long and short range (500 - 1,500 kilometers). This 

effectively ensured that Europe could not be the battleground for a nuclear proxy war, which 

is one of the few points both nuclear superpowers could agree on. The USA has repeatedly 
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insisted and found grounds for the claim that the Russian Federation has violated the INF, 

and has hence decided to pull out of the agreement. This has shaken up the nuclear 

landscape and increased tensions between both parties. The failure of this treaty has shed 

light on the importance of strong verification mechanisms. The EU Foreign Policy Chief also 

noted that “it has a mechanism for verification, but it has no mechanism for enforcing the full 

implementation of the agreement”. Currently, European countries are pushing for negations 

fon a new agreement which will hopefully have an improved and thorough verification 

mechanism with additional mechanisms to ensure the full implementation of the agreement, 

which can subsequently be verified. 

 

New START 

The New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START) was signed in 2010, replacing the 

previous 1991 START I treaty, and superseded the 2002 Strategic Offensive Reductions 

Treaty (SORT). The treaty is focused on the arms reduction of the USA and the Russian 

Federation and limits strategic weapons (long-range) which includes the nuclear warheads, 

missiles, bombers, and launchers. It also includes an extensive monitoring and verification 

process to ensure that the two countries are fully implementing the treaty.  

Background Information 

A renewed nuclear arms race 

The demise of the INF has brought about a new era in modern nuclear policy. With 

Russia having violated the treaty, “why should America constraint itself while Russia has a 

free hand?”. This insight raises concerns about deployment and the direction of nuclear 

policy worldwide. Since Russia is no longer constrained by the INF, it can start placing more 

inter-mediate range ballistic and cruise missiles aimed at Europe. The United States is likely 

to respond by placing more land-based cruise or ballistic missiles in Europe, escalating not 

only the tensions, but the deployment of nuclear weapons.  

For example, the European NATO allies are faced with a number of options. They can 

oppose new deployments of INF weapons from the very beginning, they can remain 

undecided, or they can propose alternative military means. Either way, Europe is likely to 

experience extensive debate and potentially an extended period of missile buildup in both 

Russian and NATO territory.  
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Nuclear experts have also suggested that NATO allies improve their intellectual work to 

take into account political, military, and technological realities of the 21st century to avoid a 

full-fledged nuclear arms race. What is also integral is that Moscow and Washington should 

both be very explicit about the negative ramifications that the end of the INF has brought 

about on strategic stability.  

Furthermore, New START will expire in 2021, and if the White House and Kremlin do 

not heed the call to extend the treaty for another set period of time or engage in negotiations 

on a follow-up framework, strategic stability will be further eroded. This in combination with 

the demise of the INF and the general dissatisfaction with Russian treaty non-compliance 

and U.S congress’s poor track record of new arms control agreement, the New Start 

agreement is under heavy pressure and tensions are gradually escalating. If the bilateral 

nuclear arms control agreement is not renewed or replaced, we are coming full circle back to 

the early 1970’s.  

Furthermore, there has been increased strain on the NPT for the last couple of year 

after a number of non-nuclear states put forward a treaty that would outright ban nuclear 

weapons. For this idealistic initiative, the NGO’s who proposed the treaty won a Nobel Peace 

Prize in 2017.  

The inevitability of a new nuclear arms race is debatable. Some claim that it has 

already begun with Russia’s violation of the INF and the US subsequent withdrawal from the 

treaty. “Traditional” tools of strategic arms control are losing their viability in the face 

technology development such as rocket-launched hypersonic gliders and cruise missiles.  

In the United Nations press the following statement was made: “The international 

community must now focus on international law to settle disputes and non-compliance 

issues”. This highlights the core of the liberal approach many countries are trying to take on 

this issue. The aim is to solve the issue through political dialogue and by means of 

international law rather than a realist policy which could not only quickly escalate the 

tensions, but also cause nuclear annihilation. 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

United States of America  

The United States is one of the two nuclear superpowers along with the 

Russian Federations. 
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Since the dawn of the nuclear age, it has stockpiled an immense nuclear arsenal 

during the cold war and is now looking towards nuclear disarmament to work towards 

de-escalating tensions between the US and Russia. IT has also been modernizing its 

nuclear arsenal, particularly the delivery systems. 

 

Russian Federation  

Russia is the other nuclear superpower. Russia has repeatedly been accused of 

violating the INF, however, they continue to deny allegations, maintaining that their new 

systems are not in violation of the INF. Russia declared its nuclear arsenal in February 2018 

for the New START agreement and has pledged to decrease their nuclear stockpile. Russia, 

though already having a very advanced nuclear arsenal, is also modernizing their weaponry 

including delivery systems. 

 

China 
China is also known to be conscious of its nuclear stockpile and a representative 

noted at the last first commission conference that China adheres to the self-defence strategy 

and claims it keeps its nuclear force at the minimal level required by national security. At this 

conference they also encourage cooperation between Russia and the US: “They should 

earnestly comply with the treaties already concluded on the reduction of nuclear weapons 

and further drastically and substantively reduce their nuclear arsenals in a verifiable and 

irreversible manner”. China currently has about 280 nuclear warheads putting them slightly 

below France and slightly above the UK in nuclear power. China has the fastest growing 

nuclear arsenal and is on a trajectory to catch up with the USA and Russia. 

 

 

NATO 
European allies feel threatened by the fact that the US is diverting some of their 

attention away from Russia towards China and that Europe must also be responsible for their 

own security and that their collective security can no longer be fully dependent on the USA. 

Their overarching goal is to present a united front and avoid the threat of Europe as the 

battleground of a nuclear war by stimulating INF negotiations. 
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Non-NPT Nuclear Weapons Possessors: 

 

 

Currently, the non-NPT-recognized nuclear states are known to be Israel, India, Pakistan, 

and North Korea. They also do not subscribe to the treaty and thus do not take part in the 

proliferation efforts shared by many of its neighbours. This continues to be a concern for the 

international community and efforts towards denuclearization pledges and subsequent 

implementation. Pakistan has furthermore also decreased the threshold for nuclear weapon 

possession by developing tactical nuclear weapons to counter perceived Indian military 

threats. 

 

  

 
9 RESEARCH REPORTS 
 



 Haganum Model United Nations 2019| 8th of March – 10th of March 2019 
 
 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 
August 1942 Manhattan Project established, development of first nuclear weapon 

August 1945 US detonates two nuclear bombs over Japan 

August 1949 Russia develops first nuclear weapon 

October 1952 UK develops first nuclear weapon 

February 1960 France develops first nuclear weapon 

October 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis (height of the cold war) 

October 1964 China develops first nuclear weapon 

February 1968 Non-Proliferation Treaty is signed 

May 1974 India conducts first nuclear test 

September 1986 Israel’s nuclear programme is revealed 

December 1987 Intermediate-range missiles banned (INF) 

December 1991 Dissolution of Soviet Union (end of cold war) 

September 1996 Comprehensive Total Nuclear Test Ban (CTBT) is signed 

May 1998 India-Pakistan small scale nuclear arms race 

October 2006 North Korea develops first nuclear weapon 

2015 Russia violates INF 

January 14, 2017 Trump announces withdrawal from INF 

July 2017 Nuclear weapon ban treaty adopted by UN (2/3 majority) 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● United action with renewed determination towards the total elimination of nuclear 

weapons, 19 October 2018 (A/C.1/73/L.54) 

● Promotion of multilateralism in the area of disarmament and non-proliferation, 9 

October 2018 (A/C.1/73/L.15) 

● Taking forward multilateral nuclear disarmament negotiations (Nuclear Weapon Ban 

Treaty), 14 October 2016, A/C.1/71/L.41 

● Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty,  

● Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), 12 June 1968 A/RES/66/33 (2011), A/RES/61/70 

(2006), A/RES/56/24 (2001) 
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(Note: Many nuclear agreements are bilaterally signed instead of through international 

organizations such as the UN) 

 

Notable Non-UN Treaties 

● Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty 

● New Start 

 

Possible Solutions 

According to foreign and security policy expert Judy Dempsey there are a few steps 

certain countries can take to attempt to avoid a new arms race: 

 

Firstly, Russia could pull back on further deployment of nuclear weapons and consequently 

avoid taking advantage of the end-of-treaty constraints and developing further 

systems that are non-INF complacent. It is thus suggested that Russia tries to score 

political points with the already frustrated U.S. allies. 

 

Secondly, China could take initiative in opening itself to negotiations on their deployment and 

recognize the risk of strategic instability. 

 

Thirdly, European and Asian allies are advised to distance themselves from reckless 

decisions taken by the U.S. Due to their high dependency on the USA’s contribution 

to collective security, it is quintessential a united front is presented. However, the 

reckless decisions of the US must be realized. Trump’s unilateral move has added to 

the transatlantic divide and this rift needs to be mended. 
 

Finally, one of the most important points is that the United States and Russia are mature and 

decide to step past this dispute and focus on negotiations to extend New START. 

 

Another something to note with concern is the expansion of cyberwarfare and the 

blurring of the lines of dangerous military close calls which increases the risk for accidental 

escalation. Working on cyber security of all parties is thus quintessential to the issue of 

nuclear policy. 
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The mitigation of risk to escalation can also be further explored through bilateral or 

multilateral agreements. The current nuclear environment is not conducive for solutions that 

are cooperative but also all comprehensive and effective. A possible solution could be to look 

towards negotiating an agreement not only including the USA and Russia, but also prominent 

actors such as China and others. Though the nuclear environment is currently turbulent, that 

does not mean a solution should be stalled. On the contrary, a solution is absolutely 

necessary and it is thus crucial that countries continue to push for further negotiations and 

cooperation. 

 

Another key ingredient to de-escalation is confidence building measures. This 

includes mutual transparency visits but also possibly looking at things through a 

technological lens before a political one to ensure clarity and coherence, so that policies are 

comprehensive and accurate. 
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Appendices 

 
I. Detailed overview of New Start: https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/NewSTART 

II. The Nuclear Ban Treaty (Note: it is extremely important to read this document if your 

country is signatory to this agreement) 

https://www.un.org/disarmament/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/tpnw-info-kit-v2.pdf 

III. (ESSENTIAL) Find statements of your country in the first commission on this topic 
here (national statements are also available on this website): 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/gadis3607.doc.htm 
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