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Introduction 

The UN has put incredible emphasis on the importance of youth engagement in politics. 

Peacebuilding during a conflict or after a conflict is a time consuming and challenging task. 

Most times stakeholders are excluded from the process of peacebuilding and therefore, the 

youth has not been able to participate in this action. The contribution of the youth for 

peacebuilding has been getting little support. Nonetheless, for almost any conflict, education 

and the contribution of young people has been a part of the answer to the problem. The role 

of the youth in preventing and resolving conflict are vital for sustainable peace. 

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Youth-bulge 

A youth-bulge is a theory stating that societies with a vastly increasing population often 

have 

higher unemployment rates and disaffected youth who are more likely to be influenced 

by 

rebel or terrorist groups. Nations with weak political institutions tend to be more 

vulnerable to 

youth-bulge.  

 

Background Information 

 The youth are innovators that can change situations and they should be supported, 

asked for opinions and seen as an important implementer that can help conflicts for 

peacebuilding. The participation of youth encourage civilians engagement and promotes 

active citizenship. As stated in the General Assembly,   one of the key drivers of change is 
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the engagement of 1.2 billion young people. Youth engagement in politics is not only 

important for system change but also for optimal youth development.  

 

Youth engagement in politics has risen for the past years. Youth all over the world have been 

protesting and engaging in politics, the Arab Spring in 2011 led to youth in the Middle East 

protesting and youth-led protests in Brazil in 2013, Bahrain in 2014 and Burkina Faso in May 

2015. This encouraged young individuals to stand up for the lack of jobs, insufficient social 

services, ineffective governments, corrupt politics, limited rights, and limited freedom. The 

youth is a constant growing potential voting public.  

 

According to the United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA), now known as the 

United Nations Population Fund, 1.8 billion people are between the ages of 10 and 24.3. 1 

The youth population is rising and many developing countries are beginning to face a youth 

bulge. More than 200 million people in Africa are between the ages of 15 and 24.4 & more 

than half of the refugees in the world are 18 and under.  

 

World Programme of Action for Youth  

 The United Nations youth agenda is guided by the World Programme of Action for 

Youth (WPAY). The WPAY, adopted by the General Assembly in 1995, provides a policy 

framework and practical guidelines for national action and international support to improve 

the situation of young people around the world. The WPAY covers fifteen youth priority areas 

and contains proposals for action in each of these areas. 

Each of the fifteen priority areas identified by the international community is presented in 

terms of principal issues, specific objectives and the actions proposed to be taken by various 

actors to achieve those objectives. Objectives and actions reflect the three themes of the first 

International Youth Year: Participation, Development, Peace in 1985; they are interlinked and 

mutually reinforcing. 

The fifteen fields of action identified by the international community are education, 

employment, hunger and poverty, health, environment, substance abuse, juvenile justice, 

leisure-time activities, girls and young women and the full and effective participation of youth 

in the life of society and in decision-making, as well as globalization, information and 

communication technologies, HIV/AIDS, armed conflict, and intergenerational issues. 

Implementation of the Programme of Action requires the full enjoyment by young people of 

all human rights and fundamental freedoms, and also requires that Governments take 

effective action against violations of these rights and freedoms and promote non-

discrimination, tolerance, respect for diversity, with full respect for various religious and 

ethical values, cultural backgrounds and philosophical convictions of their young people, 

equality of opportunity, solidarity, security and participation of all young women and men. 

 

                                                        
1 ACTIONAID. How Engaging with Youth Can Help Transform Societies and Achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. 

2015, www.oecd.org/dev/pgd/OECD_AA%20Youth%20Policy%20Note_141015.pdf. 
 

http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=A/RES/50/81
http://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/world-programme-of-action-for-youth/education-wpay.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/employment-wpay.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/hunger-and-poverty-wpay.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/health-wpay.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/environment-wpay.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/substance-abuse-wpay.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/juvenile-justice-wpay.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/leisure-time-activities-wpay.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/girls-and-young-women-wpay.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/participation-wpay.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/globalization-wpay.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/ict-wpay.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/ict-wpay.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/hivaids-wpay.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/armed-conflicts-wpay.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/library-intergenerational-issues.html
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 Sub-sub heading 

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

WPAY  

 See general description 

 

National governments 

The issue at hand is relevant to all national governments and thus something governmental 

agencies should be occupied with. 

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

UN Youth day 

 In 1999, in its resolution 54/120, the General Assembly endorsed the 

recommendation made by the World Conference of Ministers Responsible for 

Youth (Lisbon, 8-12 August 1998) that 12 August be declared International 

Youth Day. The Assembly recommended that public information activities be 

organized to support the Day as a way to promote better awareness of the 

World Programme of Action for Youth, adopted by the General Assembly in 

1995 (resolution 50/81). International Youth Day is commemorated every year 

on 12 August. The Focal Point on Youth selects a theme for the day often with 

input from youth organizations and members of the UN Inter-Agency Network 

in Youth development. 
 

 

Possible Solutions 

 National youth councils 

 Regular schooltrips to governmental and intergovernmental bodies 

 Educational programmes focussed on (international) governmental 

organisations 

  

In 1999, in its resolution 54/120, the General Assembly endorsed the recommendation made 

by the World Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth (Lisbon, 8-12 August 1998) that 

12 August be declared International Youth Day. The Assembly recommended that public 

information activities be organized to support the Day as a way to promote better awareness of 

the World Programme of Action for Youth, adopted by the General Assembly in 1995 

(resolution 50/81). 

http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=A/RES/54/120
http://www.un.org/press/en/1998/19980812.soc4472.html
http://www.un.org/press/en/1998/19980812.soc4472.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/world-programme-of-action-for-youth.html
http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=A/RES/54/120
http://www.un.org/press/en/1998/19980812.soc4472.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/world-programme-of-action-for-youth.html
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 International Youth Day is commemorated every year on 12 August. The Focal Point on 

Youth selects a theme for the day often with input from youth organizations and members of 

the UN Inter-Agency Network in Youth development 
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