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Introduction 

Founded in 1948, the UN peace keeping forces consists of 111,512 active personals 

and is supported by an annual budget of $7.9 billion (6.9 billion euros). The peace keeping 

forces are under the leadership of the under-secretary-general for peacekeeping forces, 

Jean-Pierre Lacroix. However, all forces are deployed only if has been approved by the 

security council. The motto of the UN peace keeping forces is “helping countries torn by 

conflict to create conditions for lasting peace”.  

Upholding the respective motto, the UN peace keeping forces have been deployed all 

over the world. Yet, particular concerns arise when analysing the situation of the UN peace 

keeping forces deployed in Mali, Somalia and Central African Republic; The United Nations 

peacekeeping mission in Mali was conducted in order to stabilize the country following the 

Tuareg rebellion. This peacekeeping mission has seen the deaths of 150 UN forces from the 

11,000 that had been deployed. In Central African Republic, out of the total 26,000 deployed 

active personnel, there have been a reported 80 casualties. The situation is even worse in 

Somalia, as the UN peace keeping forces have been deployed and extracted numerous 

times. This has caused a lot of confusion and there is no certain death count.  

Hence, as observed, the actions of the UN peacekeeping forces in war-torn countries 

is highly respectable, yet it is of utmost importance that their safety is ensured. For at the 

moment too many lives are being lost to ensure peace.  
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Definition of Key Terms 

MINUSMA (United Nations Multidimension Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali) 

MINUSMA was established on 25th April 2013 by the UN security council to stabilize the 

country. The aim of the force is to stabilize the country after the Tuareg rebellion in 2012 

(see background information). The peacekeeping force consists of 11,000 soldiers 

coming from 47 different countries, an example of a few are; Germany, United States of 

America, China, Netherlands, Italy and United Kingdom. Current casualties of the 

peacekeeping force are at 150 soldiers. 

 

ECOWAS (Economic community of West African States) 

ECOWAS is a local supranatural alliance consisting of 15 western African states; Benin, 

Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Cote d’ Ivoire, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, 

Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Senegal and Togo.  ECOWAS has the aim of 

promoting economic integration in agriculture, industry, energy, commerce, monetary 

and finical issues within the West African countries. ECOWAS played a significant part in 

slowing down the rebellion in Mali. 

 

UNOSOM I & II (United Nations Operations in Somalia I & II) 
 
UNOSOM I & II were two operations conducted from April 1992 to December 1992 and 

March 1993 to March 1995 respectively. UNOSOM I was established in order to uphold 

a ceasefire between the Somalian government and a rebel group. Unfortunately, the 

ceasefire between the two parties was ineffective and violence continued in the country. 

Ergo, the peacekeeping forces were recalled. UNOSOM II had almost 28,000 troops 

deployed in Somalia. The aim was similar to UNOSOM I; try to attain peace in Somalia. 

Unfortunately, violence continued to ensue in Somalia. In fact, UNOSOM II was 

considered one of the bloodiest UN campaigns with almost 60 casualties. The 

peacekeeping force was recalled on March 1995.  

 

AMISOM (African Union Mission in Somalia) 
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The United Nations currently do not have any active personnel in Somalia. However, the 

security council has approved the deployment of 22,000 soldiers from the African Union 

in order to attain peace.  

 

 

 

UNOS (United Nations Support Office of Somalia) 

UNOS is a branch of the UN founded in 2015 to support AMISOM. The UN provides 30 

million litres of diesel, training to 12,000 soldiers, specialized information technology, etc.  

 

MINUSCA (United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in the 
Central African Republic)  

MINUSCA was created as the United Nations was deeply concerned with political instability 

in the Central African Republic. Therefore, on September 2014, the United Nations 

deployed safekeeping troops in the Central African in order to attain stability in 

governance and more importantly; long lasting peace. The force contains of 26,000 

personnel. The biggest contributors to that force are Rwanda, Pakistan, Egypt and 

Bangladesh.  

 

Background Information 

The idea of a “United Nations peacekeeping force” began in 1948. During the period 

of ceasefire between the Arab-Israeli conflict, there was a need of a third-party 

organization/alliance to make sure that the ceasefire was upheld. Hence, the concept of a 

“peacekeeping force” by the UN was instated.  Over the last 70 years, there have been over 

72 missions conducted by the peacekeeping force. 

 

United Nations Peace Keeping Force  

The United Nations Peace Keeping Force has one of the most unique structure/form 

when compared to other military forces. It is currently 90,000 strong (active military 

personnel) with the other 20,000 personnel being civilian helpers.  

 

Military and Financing  
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The United Nations itself does not “own” any troops. Each country is expected to assist in 

global peace by contributing armed solider to the peacekeeping force. Currently, 124 

countries have contributed armed solider to the peacekeeping force with Ethiopia 

being the highest contributors (8000 soldiers) followed by India (7800 soldiers) and 

Bangladesh (7700 soldiers). Peacekeeping soldiers are paid by their own 

governments. 

Mali – Tuareg rebellion/Northern Mali Conflict 

The Tuareg rebellion was the start of a civil war in Mali which continues even till today. The 

aim was of transferring the northern state of Mali into an intendent country. The revolt was 

led by the National Movement for the Liberation of Azawad (MNLA).  

Motive 

The Tuareg are a nomadic Muslim race. In Arabic, Tuareg is defined as “abandoned by god”. 

Prior to 2011, the MNLA leaders complained that the Taureg people were 

discriminated and made to feel unwelcome in their own country. There were flashes of 

violence in 1997 and 2007, however nothing significant occurred that troubled the 

government. In 2011, the group managed to acquire heavy weaponry from the civil 

war that was going on in Libya.  

Violence 

January 2012 marked the start of the Tuareg rebellion. The MNLA attacked multiple towns in 

Mali which killed about 153 Malian soldiers.  The violence between the MNLA 

continued throughout the year, until there was a change in president of the Malian 

government.  The new president vowed to destroy all MNLA insurgents. With the help 

of ECOWAS (who cordoned the country to stop the insurgents from leaving), the 

Malian government managed to displace most of the rebels. 

Peace talks and MINUSMA 

On December 2012, the MNLA conducted ceasefire/peace talks with the government. 

Both parties agreed to stop fighting against each and try to work with each other. The 

UN started mission MINUSMA which would see the deployment of peacekeeping 

troops in order to see that the ceasefire/peace talks were upheld. 

Current issues 
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The actions of the MNLA inspired other Islamic groups/races to take up arms and 

rebel against the government. This has extended mission MINUSMA as the UN 

troops have been tasked to stay and observe the situation. Furthermore, it is 

important for the UN to observe the MNLA and make sure they do not join the Islamic 

insurgents, hence break the ceasefire. However, with high violence rates in Mali, the 

safekeeping of the UN soldiers is a big priority.  

 

Somalia civil war 

The Somalian civil war is one of the longest ongoing civil wars in the world. The war is 

between the Somalian government and the Muslim insurgent group, al-Shabab. al-Shabab 

has very strong ties to al-Queada.  

Motive 

The motive of al-Shabab is to implement strict Islam law or Sharia across the country. 

The group denounce the act of westerners and want to cut off ties from all western 

countries. In the region controlled by al-Shabab, watching any western entertainment 

(football, Hollywood, etc.) is strictly forbidden.  

Coming to power 

al-Shabab started violent campaigns against the government during the 1980’s. The 

government was initially able to hold back the attacks. However, Somalia is a very 

drought-prone country and through several severe droughts which incited weakness 

in the government, al-Shabab managed to conquer a lot of territories. After the failed 

UNISOM I & II campaigns, the government became even weaker. BBC.com states 

that the Somalian government is “just surviving” and this is credited mostly due to 

UNOS and AMISOM.  

Central African Republic  

Central African Republic is a country located in central Africa. Unlike the previous two 

countries, which both had a major insurgent group, Central African Republic does not have 

any such large insurgent group. On the contrary, there are many small insurgent groups 

fighting independently against each other or the government.  
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Seleka 

Seleka is a predominantly Muslim rebel group who are one of the insurgent groups in 

Central African Republic. The rebel group managed to seize the government in 

December 2012. Fortunately, most of the government staff including the president 

had fled. In January 2013, peace talks were held between the government and 

Seleka and a ceasefire was agreed. Mission MINUSCA was initiated to ensure that 

the ceasefire was held with almost 26,000 UN peacekeeping forces being deployed.  

 

 

anti-Balka 

anti-Balka is a Christian extremist movement which took up to arms just shortly after 

the ceasefire was negotiated. This movement started wreaking havoc across the 

country with hundreds of uncounted deaths. Henceforth, Seleka withdrew from their 

ceasefire and also started fighting. There is no certain death count, but the UN 

predicts it to be in the tens of thousands of Africans and almost 2,5 million people are 

in severe need of humanitarian aids.  

Mission extended 

The original aim of mission MINUSCA was to see if the cease fire was maintained. 

However, now it had diverted to making the insurgent groups stop fighting. This is 

very dangerous for safekeeping troops as violence remains high in the country. 

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

AU (African Union)  

The African union often conducted coordinated attacks on insurgent groups. 

Furthermore, it supported many countries involved with military support.  

 

Mali 
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Mali is under attack by Islamic forces and various rebel groups. The United nations 

are helping it by providing peacekeeping forces to it under the mission MINUSMA. Mali 

needs as much support as possible to combat the insurgents.  

 

Somalia  

Somalia is under attack by al-Shabab. The United Nations is helping it out by 

providing logistical support. Somalia needs as much support as possible to combat the 

insurgents. 

 

Central African Republic 

Somalia is under attack various insurgent groups. The UN mission MINUSCA is 

sending UN peacekeeping troops to maintain peace.  Central African Republic needs as 

much support as possible to combat the insurgents.  
 

 

 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 
1981  Multiple rebel groups (such as al-Sahab) start forming in Somalia 

1992 UNISOM I is conducted in Somalia and failed 

1994 UNISOM II is conducted in Somalia and failed 

1995 All UN peacekeeping troops pull out of Somalia 

2009 al-Shebab gain control of majority of land in Somalia 

2011 Tuareg militants gain weapons and call themselves MNLA 

2012 MNLA launch offense on Malian Government  

2012 
Seleka rebels launch offense on Central African Republic 

government 

2013 MNLA hold peace talks with Malian government  

2013 Seleka holds peace talk with Central African Republic government 

2013 MINUSMA is established to maintain peace talks in Mali 

2013 Islam radicals attack Malian government 
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2013 
MINUSCA is established to maintain peace talks in Central African 

Republic 

2014 
Anti-Balaka Christian movement is launched in Central African 

Republic  

2015 
UN launches UNSOA to give logistically support to the Somalian 

government and its allies in order to fight al-Shabab.  

  

  

  

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● UN Security council resolution to approve the establishment of UNISOM I and deploy 

troops in Somalia, 3 December 1992 (S/RES/794) 
● UN Security council resolution to approve the establishment of UNISOM Ii and deploy 

troops in Somalia, 3 December 1992 (S/RES/814) 
● Establishment of MINUSMA (S/RES/2100) 
● Establishment of UNSOA (S/RES/2245) 
● Approved funding for MINUSCA (A/C.5/71/21) 
● Establishment of MINUSCA (S/RES/2149) 

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 
On the 9th of April, the UN signed a draft action plan which was based around the 

safety of UN peacekeeping forces. The first step in this was creating more centralized 

information sharing between multiple countries. This allowed for the UN peacekeeping forces 

to know more information about the country they are being deployed to and more information 

about the opposition. The action plan itself also featured 20-30 clauses which would be 

highly beneficial if adapted; improving communication gears, changing mindset to achieve 

clearer mission statements and end vision, etc. Unfortunately, the action plan has not yet 

been entertained in the general assembly or the security council.  

 

Apart from the above action plan, not much action has been taken to maintain the 

safety of the UN peacekeeping forces. Hence it is up to you delegates to come up with 

creative solutions to tackle this issue!  
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The action plan has been attached in the appendix.  

 

Possible Solutions 

Possible solutions to this issue could be to focus on the idea of the “blue helmet”. The 

colour blue does not fit at all in natural terrain. Ergo, it is of paramount importance that the 

UN let go of the idea of standing out with the colour blue. On the contrary, troops should be 

equipped with camouflage equipment that blends into the environment.  

 

Furthermore, countries should work together to improve the equipment on different 

soldiers. An anonymous report submitted to the UN in 2015 stated that many of the deaths of 

peacekeeping soldiers could have been avoided if given with stronger equipment.  

 

Also, when soldiers are fighting in third-world countries, the hospitals that they are 

treated in if they are injured are not adapt enough. It is very important for the United Nations 

to bring their own “grade A” healthcare system to the country that the soldiers are being 

deployed in. This will ensure that injured soldiers have a chance of recovering.  
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Appendix or Appendices 

I. https://peacekeeping.un.org/sites/default/files/improving_security_of_unite
d_nations_peacekeepers_report.pdf - A guide about how to improve the safety 
of the UN peacekeeping forces 

II. https://peacekeeping.un.org/sites/default/files/180406_action_plan_revised.
pdf - The draft (unpublished) action plan on how to improve the security of 
the UN peacekeeping forces 

III. www.BBC.com/world - In the search box, type any event and it will give a 
very detailed summary of the event.  
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