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Introduction 
The Rohingya crisis is one of the largest refugee crises in the south east asia. With over 

700000 Rohingya Muslims fleeing their ancestral Rakhine region homes to Bangladesh in their 

pursuit for safety from the relentless persecution by the Myanmar government due to ethnic and 

religious tensions in addition to the misconceptions that the traditionally Buddhist Burmese 

people possess regarding the Rohingya. The misconceptions stem from the violence that small 

militant groups such as the ARSA perpetrate.  

 

The crisis has been inundated with numerous reports of human rights abuses as the 

Myanmar military has conducted clearance operations that have involved the destruction of 

Rohingya settlements in Rakhine in addition to numerous assaults, both physical and sexual, in 

a bid to eradicate the Rohingya population in the country. The crisis however has been an 

escalation to constant marginalization from the government since military rule was first set up in 

Myanmar. Some of the main marginalizations has included not being given citizenships and 

being categorized as illegal immigrants in the country even though the Rohingya have been in 

the Rakhine region for centuries as well as being kept off the 2014 census and not being 

allowed to participate in the 2015 national elections.  

 

Such actions have led to a severely marginalized and abused group of individuals who 

are extremely reluctant to return to Myanmar even with a voluntary repatriation agreement in 

place while they have no other country except Bangladesh to go to due to the lack of 

international recognition for their plight.  
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Definition of Key Terms 
Rohingya 

They are a stateless Muslim group of people who were located in Myanmar in the 

Rakhine region who believe themselves to be descended from Arab traders.  

Refugees 
Refugees are those individuals who have been forced to leave their home due to fear of 

persecution, natural disasters or war. They may also be called displaced persons. 

Settlements 
Settlements are those places where people set up a habitation either in the form of 

permanent structure or camps. 

Immigrants 
Immigrants are those individuals who move from to country of origin to their destination 

country permanently. 

Ethnic cleansing 
Ethnic cleansing is the expulsion or massacre of an ethnic group en masse in an area by 

another group. 

Clearance Operations 
Clearance operations are those operations which are meant to clear an object or entity 

from an area effectively. 

 

Key Issues 
Ethno-religious Tensions 

The Rohingya Muslims are an ethnic minority who were located in the Rakhine state in 

Myanmar. They are the largest Muslim minority and they even have their own distinct language 

and culture. They have historically been marginalised through a variety of regimental loopholes 

and were not considered a part of the country’s population according to the 2014 census 

conducted by the government. They are instead considered to be illegal immigrants by the 

Myanmar government. Additionally there have been restrictions placed on their human rights 

through family planning rules such as those that state the Rohingya Muslims in some areas are 

only allowed to have upto two children per couple as well the Rohingya requiring permission to 

get married which often requires authorities to be bribed as well as images of them without their 

hijab or clean shaven, both of which are against their religious beliefs. There is also a severe 

 



Haganum Model United Nations 2019| 8th of March – 10th of March 2019   

lack of government led development projects in the Rakhine districts with the poverty rate being 

78% which is over 40% higher than the national average. 

 

Such discrimination has become institutionalised due to the religious differences 

between the Rohingya and the Buddhist majority country and the conflicts that have arisen as a 

result. The Myanmar government seems unwilling to take back the Rohingya refugees and 

reinstate their lands as well as provide them with equality in the form of a citizenship within the 

country. 

 

Lack of response from the international community 
One of the most pressing issues regarding the Rohingya crisis is the lack of recognition 

from major countries worldwide. India and China, who are the main powers in the region, have 

made no attempts to address the issue in a meaningful way and have instead made decisions 

which have seemed to deepen their relationship with Myanmar. India deported over 40000 

Rohingya refugees back to Myanmar, which is a violation of non-refoulement, in addition to 

Saudi Arabia deporting Rohingyas to overcrowded settlements in Bangladesh. China has 

utilised its veto power in order to block attempts to address the treatment of the Rohingya by 

Myanmar.  

 

ASEAN (Association of South East Nations) members have also made no comment 

regarding the crisis due to their policy of non-interference in the matters of other countries. 

Western countries on the hand have greatly increased their humanitarian assistance to 

Bangladesh in order to ensure that they have the capabilities to maintain the Rohingya 

refugees. The US has also placed numerous sanctions on the country. 

 

Refugee Camps 
A vast number of the refugee camps are in Bangladesh which is an extremely 

economically undeveloped country and regardless of the humanitarian assistance given to the 

country by other countries, there is extreme stress placed on the country due to the presence of 

almost 750000 additional individuals. There were a multitude of health issues prevalent due to 

the lack of effective hygiene and sanitation issues which arose due to a combination of the 

already sensitive nature of the country’s economy as well as the suddenness of the entrance of 

the refugees.  
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Recent developments such as the contribution by the UNHCR to all the refugees in the 

form of LPG for all refugees has improved the situation however regardless of the policy of 

every sixth can going to vulnerable local Bangladeshi families, such necessary benefits being 

afforded to the refugees have the potential to create tensions within the country due to the lack 

of access to facilities that the citizens of Bangladesh possess. 

 

These refugee camps may also become a permanent fixture in the country due to the 

reluctance from the Bangladeshi government to provide the Rohingya’s with a citizenship while 

they cannot return to their country due to fear of persecution. 

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 
 
Myanmar 

Myanmar is south-east asian country which is often referred to as Burma. The majority of 

the country follows Theravada Buddhism with a significant minority identifying as Protestant 

Christian. The next largest minority is made up of Muslims. The country reportedly has almost 

52 million residents however this may not include the Rohingya ethnic group. Myanmar has 

been under military power in some way or form since 1988 when the military took over the 

government however in 2015, the first free and fair elections took place and a Htin Kyaw was 

voted into power with Aung San Suu Kyi being given the post of State Counselor which 

essentially gives her a leadership role.  

 

In 2016 and then 2017, allegedly after being provoked by attacks from the ARSA, the 

Myanmar military began a systematic clearance of the Rohingya through targeted attacks and 

the destruction of their homes in addition to assaults with the women being sexually assaulted. 

About 7000 Rohingya persons were killed in the attacks including women and children. 

Subsequently, the Rohingya began to escape from the Rakhine region, where they are hated 

due to deep rooted misconceptions such as them being terrorists, to Bangladesh by foot or 

boat, in a bid to find a new home.  

 

Bangladesh 
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Bangladesh is relatively small south-east asian country with a population of 165 million 

and serves as the destination country for the majority of the Rohingya refugees. The country 

has long been held prisoner by the incessant political turmoil present between the BNP and 

Awami League parties and the current political situation in the country is quite unstable due to 

the lack of BNP leadership which makes it ineligible to participate in elections. A lack of 

economic development throughout the country has led to extreme poverty amount Bangladeshi 

residents. In a country plagued by flooding and subsequent deaths, economic reform seems to 

be a difficult situations and even with mass migration to neighbouring countries, the population 

is still quite large and the population density within the country is quite high. 

 

Since 2017, Bangladesh has been the main destination country for Rohingya Muslims 

and initially the government accepted all refugees and it currently does so as well however in 

2018, the government signed a repatriation document with Myanmar however due to protests, 

this repatriation did not occur. Fearing Western retaliation, Bangladesh has continued to 

maintain the Rohingyas however there have reportedly been some abuses in the refugee 

camps the weeks prior to the repatriation date. 

 

With ever increasing pressures upon the country due to large influx of refugees, IGO’s 

and the UK and US have send a large amount of humanitarian aid however this has the 

potential to spark conflict between the citizens of Bangladesh and the Rohingya due to the 

Bangladeshi possibly feeling slighted due to a lack of resources allocated to them. These 

possible tensions are making the situation for Bangladesh increasingly terse with no current 

viable solution. 

 

United Nations 
The United Nations is an IGO which has long been committed to maintain peace. Its 

subsidiary body, the UNHCR has served as the main source of aid from the United Nations for 

the Rohingya since the crisis began in 2017 and the refugee protecting body has made many 

successful attempts to effectively assist the Rohingya as well as the government of Bangladesh 

in order to protect the Rohingya from expulsion or from their presence weakening Bangladesh’s 

economy. 
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The United Nations Security Council itself has been largely ineffective in effectively 

addressing the issue, largely due to China’s interference. It is increasingly important for the 

UNSC to effectively address the issue in a peaceful while effective manner in a variety of ways 

in order to ensure that the Rohingya can return to their ancestral homes as well as to ensure 

that Bangladesh can continue to have peaceful interactions with the Rohingya. 

 

Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) 
The Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army is a small group of Rohingya Muslims militants 

who operate in the Rakhine area in Myanmar against the systematic marginalization imposed 

upon them by the Myanmar government and their treatment as illegal migrants. They have 

existed under different names for a number of years however since 2016, they have had an 

increasingly militant approach and have killed over 20 police officers in addition to members if 

security forces. It was allegedly in retaliation for these events that the Myanmar government 

allowed the military to conduct clearance operations in the region which has spawned one of the 

largest refugee crises in south-east asia. They are not particularly well armed as they utilise 

knives in addition to home made bombs. Its main aim is to ‘defend, protect and salvage” the 

Rohingya against the discrimination they face from the government.  

 

The action by the ARSA is the validation for the actions by the Myanmar government 

and it has been used by the Chinese and Russian governments to support the Myanmar 

government for their actions. 

 

ASEAN 
ASEAN is the Association of South-East Asian Nations and it consists of Indonesia, 

Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, Philippines, Vietnam, Myanmar, Cambodia, Brunei and Laos. 

ASEAN has a policy of non-interference and citing this policy, ASEAN has been increasingly 

detached from this crisis. Due to a lack of action from ASEAN, Myanmar continues with its 

actions with no criticism from the neighbouring countries. Indonesia is the only ASEAN country 

which has attempted to foster an agreement regarding the Rohingya crisis and this is primarily 

due to the Muslim majority in the country.  
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As ASEAN continues to be increasingly redundant in the face of such a crisis, it is the 

responsibility of other Asian countries to attempt to foster an effective agreement in order for the 

Rohingya to gain a safe home during the crisis and possibly return to their ancestral lands. 

 

Timeline of Events 

Date 
1948 

 

1962 

 

1982 

 

12 June 2012 

2014 

 

November 2015 

 

9 October 2016 

25 August 2017 

 

23 October 2017 

 

23 November 2017 

16 February 2018 

 

November 2018 

 

Description of Event 
First Muslim rebellion in Rakhine region after Myanmar received 

independence. 

The beginning of military rule that leads to over 200000 Muslims fleeing 

into Bangladesh. 

The Rohingya are one of the few ethnicities not recognized by new 

laws. 

Religious violence related flare ups. 

Myanmar conducts first census and the Rohingya are not considered a 

part of the population. 

The first democratic elections since the end of military rule. Rohingyas 

not recognized as voters. 

ARSA attack Rakhine border posts and kill over 10 policemen. 

Myanmar military begins clearance operations which includes burning 

villages. 

Over 600000 refugees have reached Bangladesh over the course of 2 

months. 

Myanmar and Bangladesh sign a deal for repatriation. 

Bangladesh gives Myanmar a list of people to be repatriated however 

Myanmar has no response. 

Myanmar prepares for repatriation however due to to excessive 

protests, repatriation is halted. 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 
● Situation of human rights of Rohingya Muslims and other minorities in Myanmar, 10 

March 2018, (A/HRC/RES/39/2) 
● Situation of human rights in Myanmar, 24 March 2016, (A/HRC/RES/31/24) 
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Previous Attempts to solve the issue 
The Rohingya crisis has had no permanent solutions however there have been 

numerous short term relief attempts that have ensured that the quality of life for the Rohingya 

Muslims does not falter. 

 

There has been extensive humanitarian assistance being given to the Bangladeshi 

government in order to fund the refugee camps within the country. This humanitarian assistance 

has been essential in order to sustain the refugee camps as Bangladesh has a one of the worst 

economies partly due to political turmoil and the dense population within the country. 

 

The United Kingdom government has contributed over 200 million pounds in order to 

support the vulnerable Rohingya people throughout their crisis. These contributions have 

allowed the Bangladeshi government to contribute to the health and wellbeing of the Rohingya 

people.  

 

The government of Bangladesh itself is making the highest number of attempts to end 

the crisis with constant contact with the Myanmar government in order to come to an agreement 

by which the Rohingya may return to Rakhine as the country itself does not have the capability 

to retain the population. Previous repatriation attempts failed due to a lack of citizenship as a 

part of the repatriation agreement. 

 

Possible Solutions 
Changing the mindsets of Myanmar citizens 

The main danger faced by the Rohingya population is the systematic discrimination they 

face in Myanmar due to misconceptions. An extremely important part of any repatriation, in 

addition to citizenship, would be for Rakhine residents as well as all other Burmese citizens to 

effectively understand the peoples and traditions of Rohingya. The marginalizing thoughts such 

as those that lead to the Rohingya being thought of as terrorists must be eradicated through 

effective awareness campaigns as well as an increased number of social media campaigns 

within the country and in neighbouring countries to effectively influence Myanmar citizens to 

alter their views on the Rohingya.  
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If such a method was to be implemented, it may assist in reducing the systematic 

persecution which is experienced by the Rohingya within the country and it may also lead to 

internal pressures being placed upon the government to responsibly repatriate the Rohingya. 

 

Increasing awareness regarding the human rights abuses 
The Rohingya refugee crisis has been heavily covered in the media however there is a 

lack of information regarding the abuses faced by them during their plights such as escaping the 

Rakhine region and the terror they faced during the repatriation agreement period. Due to the 

numerous human rights abuses not being publicised, there is a distinct lack of effective action 

from those countries within the south-east asian region in addition to the international 

community. If awareness campaigns begin which would expose the numerous human rights 

abuses in addition to exposing the continued uncertainty the Rohingya face, it may place more 

pressure on the international community to effectively respond and react to this crisis. 

 

Improving the economy of Bangladesh 
Bangladesh is the main destination country for the Rohingya and it is also one of the few 

countries that are willing to serve as a refuge for the Rohingya however due to the weak nature 

of the economy, even with humanitarian assistance, there is increasing difficulty in maintaining 

Rohingya camps. With a large number of the Rohingya wishing to stay in Bangladesh, the 

tensions between the Rohingya and the citizens are increasing as the country cannot sustain 

the additional population within the limited landmass it possesses. 

 

The only possible solution to ensure that the Rohingya can maintain their current 

situations is to improve the Bangladeshi economy by introducing more foreign investors into the 

country while simultaneously conducting a comprehensive study into possible economic options 

for the country to consider in order to enrich the country so that they may possibly serve as the 

home for the Rohingya is repatriation becomes an impossible solution.  
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Appendices 
I. A useful resource which summarises the situation effectively and cohesively. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-41566561 

II. An effective resource that details some possible solutions in the form of key priorities. 

https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports/2018/8/22/5-key-priorities-to-address-the-r

ohingya-crisis 

 

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-41566561

