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Introduction 

Terrorism is an increasingly worrying global issue, and while military intervention is 

often the only way to stop such groups, their ideologies, and the manners in which their 

express their beliefs, the most sustainable manner of saving both civilian and military lives is 

prevention. By preventing terrorist organisations from rising to power, and particularly to 

prevent people from feeling compelled to join such a cause, mechanisms must be in place to 

do so. People join terrorist or extremist organisations for a wide variety of reasons, and while 

radicalisation and religion plays a part, many people also join for economic reasons or are 

even forced to join. Once having joined, it is relatively easy to make people stay, either 

through threats, or by fostering a sense of belonging and responsibility that the individual did 

not experience in the past. Above all else, terrorism may not and should not be associated to 

any religion, race, or civilisation, as such marginalisation pushes such groups into fulfilling 

the stereotypes imposed on them, as well as harming their economic, personal, social, and 

otherwise innocent life prospects. 

Overall, young people are often affected most by terrorism, as its effect can have 

disastrous psychological consequences. However, young people are often also the main 

target of international recruitment. The main issue with prevention tactics is the fact that as 

young people, they are rarely represented and therefore have little say in how to best prevent 

such recruitment or radicalisation. 

Definition of Key Terms 

Radicalisation 
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Radicalisation is the process of adopting a radical or extreme religious, political, or 

social position of belief. Religion is most commonly associated with radicalism due to 

the fact that religious texts such as the Quran or the Bible are often very extreme and 

brutal, particularly regarding minority rights and harsh punishment.  

Terrorism 

Terrorism is the act of using unlawful and violent manners to inspire terror or fear in 

people. It is often used as a political tool by terrorist organisations who believe that 

they can threaten a country or government into obeying their ideologies and beliefs. 

Young person 

According to the United Nations, a young person is a person between the ages of 15 to 24. 

This definition is purely for statistical purposes, and people within this age limit are not 

confined to any other laws than those of their own countries. 

Indoctrination 

Indoctrination is the act of teaching people, in particular young people or children, to 

accept something that is usually biased or a point of view as fact without room for 

doubt or criticism. Indoctrination is often used in education as a tool within 

authoritarian states, where they are taught to unquestionably love or be 

unquestioningly faithful to a set of ideals. 

ISIS 

The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), officially known as the Islamic State of Iraq and the 

Levant (ISIL) is an Islamic fundamentalist group following a Salafi doctrine of Sunni 

Islam. ISIS gained international attention when it drove out the Iraqi government in 

2014, captured Mosul, and committed the Sinjar Massacre, a genocidal massacre and 

abduction of Yazidi (a religious minority) men in Sinjar, killing over 5000. ISIS is 

responsible for countless human rights abuses and war crimes, as well as committing 

ethnic cleansing in Iraq. 

Background Information 

Reasons for radicalisation 
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People often join terrorist organisations due to their ideologies changing or being 

changed, however it is for a wide variety of reasons that differ from country to community to 

personal experience. 

Recruitment in conflict zones 

Zones of conflict or undeveloped countries are often where the most recruits are from, and 

they often have a personal connection with the cause or conflict, as they or a family 

member have been affected by the terrorist organisation. They are also more 

vulnerable to being forced into joining, and especially at a young age this creates an 

opportunity for indoctrination. Furthermore, in regions where there is a destabilised 

government or violence is prevalent, joining a terrorist organisation my provide 

financial security as well as physical safety. 

Recruitment in developed countries 

Recruitment in developed or “first world” countries is a growing issue. The reason as to why 

many people choose to leave a country with general financial security, peace, and low 

corruption to join a cause they have no personal connection with in a country they 

likely have never been to is almost always a combination of different reasons. Often 

there is the feeling of not fitting in and feeling “chosen” to fight for a cause, leading 

them to completely abandon their old life. Personal issues play a large part, and an 

angle often taken by recruiters is the demonisation of the west, and the idea that they 

are liberated from the enslavement of the western world. Furthermore, it is the 

oppression and stereotyping of certain groups such as Muslims that pushes them into 

a resentment of the country. Second generation Muslims living in Europe are still 

often considered immigrants and fail to integrate into society, inspiring a hatred and 

anger for their country for being elitist or racist. 

Recruitment tactics 

There is no one tactic used to recruit members every time, and different tactics are 

used to different groups of people that they believe will work best. In many cases, terrorist 

organisations will have professional recruiters with a talent in persuading people with a 

combination of tactical and organisational skills who have sophisticated networks of 

communication. 

The internet and social media  
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Without social media, extremist and fundamentalist groups such as ISIS and 

al-Shabab would have to use traditional methods of recruitment, which could not 

result in such a high number of new recruits. The value of recruiting someone from a 

developed or western country is the power that their visa or passport holds, as they 

can travel a lot more freely, therefore presenting more opportunities to carry out 

attacks without being captured. ISIS is particularly dangerous in that is has mastered 

social media and the spread of Jihadist propaganda. The volume of propaganda that 

they publish is so vast that it can not all be removed. By using a British Muslim to 

behead other westerners on videos uploaded to the internet, ISIS quickly gained 

international attention as a terrorist organisation targeting not just western groups but 

recruiting them as well. The New York Times reported that foreigners make up half of 

ISIS’ fighting force, with an estimated 4,000 coming from western countries. 

Recruitment in prisons 

According to the Radicalisation Awareness Network (RAN), the prison environment 

allows for many vulnerable individuals to become susceptible to radicalisation due to 

recruitment by other prisoners, getting support from radical groups outside prison and 

a variety of other reasons. However as with many other causes, prison in itself is not 

the main cause for radicalisation, and both imprisonment and probation systems are 

important aspects of rehabilitation and deradicalisation. Despite this optimistic 

outlook, it is true that to some extent prisons can be a “breeding ground for 

radicalisation and violent extremism”, due to the concentrated population and societal 

outcasts. 

Religion 

While terrorism can not and should not be defined by one identity or religion, it is true 

that the majority of terrorist organisation have an Islamic fundamentalist drive. 

Religious radicalisation often begins when they are teenagers looking for a purpose in 

life and to feel more connected with their religion. This desire for a connection and a 

purpose in life leaves them very vulnerable to the pull of extremists, and they often 

join organisations because of a ‘greater good’ and a sense of community that they did 

not have in the real world. 

Dangers of international recruitment 

 
5 RESEARCH REPORT 
 



 Haganum Model United Nations 2019| 8th of March – 10th of March 2019 
 
 

The main issue with international recruitment is the fact that the targets are often 

second generation immigrants or people born in their country of residence, meaning they 

have the freedom to travel internationally without the visa requirements. Within Europe, a 

person born in the Schengen area may travel freely between its 26 member states that have 

officially abolished passport control an all other types of border control at their mutual 

borders. In Security Council resolution 2178, the need to prevent travel and support for 

foreign terrorist fighters associated with ISIL and other affiliates or splinter groups of 

Al-Qaeda was recognised, as well as the importance of ensuring that while suspected 

extremists where not allowed to travel, religious or ethnic groups should not be marginalised 

or denied their rights due to stereotypes. 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

United States of America 

Following the 9/11 attacks the united states launched The Global War on Terrorism, a 

multidimensional campaign of near limitless scope, involving wars in Afghanistan, Yemen, 

Iraq and many others, In 2013 President Barak Obama announced that the War on Terror 

was over, saying that military and intelligence agencies would not wage war against a tactic 

but focus on specific groups determined to destroy the US. However, following the rise of 

ISIS a new operation against terror in the Middle East and South Asia was launched, known 

as Operation Inherent Resolve. 

United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism  

Established in 2017, the UN Office of Counter-Terrorism provides strategic leadership 

to United Nations counter-terrorism efforts. The office has five main functions, namely: 

- Provide leadership on the General Assembly counter-terrorism mandates entrusted to 

the Secretary-General from across the United Nations system; 

- Enhance coordination and coherence across the 38 Global Counter-Terrorism 

Coordination Compact (former CTITF) Task Force entities to ensure the balanced 

implementation of the four pillars of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy; 

- Strengthen the delivery of United Nations counter-terrorism capacity-building 

assistance to Member States; 

- Improve visibility, advocacy and resource mobilization for United Nations 

counter-terrorism efforts; and 
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- Ensure that due priority is given to counterterrorism across the United Nations system 

and that the important work on preventing violent extremism is firmly rooted in the 

Strategy. 

Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force 

The Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force or CTITF was established in 2005 

through the UN Global Counter-terrorism Strategy. The task force consists of 38 international 

entities who all hold a stake in multilateral counter-terrorism efforts. These include 

organisations such as the World Health Organisation (WHO), the Office of Legal Affairs, 

(OLA), and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). While the 

responsibility to combat terrorism and implement the global strategy rests on individual 

states, the CTITF ensures that the system “is attuned to the needs of Member States”, and 

provides them necessary support and assistance in implementing the strategy wherever 

possible. 

European Union (EU) 

Following several terrorist attacks on western Europe including Belgium and France, the 

European Union revisited the EU counter-terrorism strategy in 2014, on top of the UN Global 

Counter-Terrorism Strategy. The strategy focusses on prevention, protection, prosecution, 

and response, working with international partners through high-level political dialogues, 

capacity building projects and cooperation clauses and assistance. 

Radicalisation Awareness Network 

The Radicalisation Awareness Network (RAN) recognises that terrorism and recruitment 

does not operate within specific borders, and that the threat of international recruitment is 

ever-increasing. The network shares knowledge and experience between practitioners from 

around Europe who work with people who have been radicalised or are vulnerable to 

radicalisation, including police and prisoner authorities, however also teachers and 

psychologists. 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 
11 September 

2001 

Attack on the twin towers, shortly after the war on terror is 

proclaimed by President Bush 
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2005 Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force established 

2006 Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy adopted 

2017 United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism established 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● Strengthening the capability of the United Nations system to assist Member States in 

implementing the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, 19 June 2017 

(A/RES/71/291) 

● The United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, 20 September 2006 

(A/RES/60/288) 

● Resolution 2178, 24 September 2014 (S/RES/2178) 

● The United nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy Review, 2 July 2018, 

(A/RES/72/284) 

● Activities of the United Nations system in implementing the United Nations Global 

Counter-terrorism Strategy, 20 April 2018 (A/RES/72/840) 

● Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

The United Nations has a Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy adopted in September 2006 to 

“enhance national, regional and international efforts to counter terrorism”. The strategy is 

composed of four pillars, each step outlined as following; 

1) Addressing the conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism 

2) Measure to prevent and combat terrorism 

3) Measures to build states’ capacity to prevent and combat terrorism and to strengthen 

the role of the United Nations system in that regard 

4) Measures to ensure respect for human rights for all and the rule of law as the 

fundamental bases for the fight against terrorism 

For this strategy to succeed, all member states must be committed to its development and 

implementation, as the framework is in its skeletal form and allows for signatories to 

introduce its own interpretation and measures which will best allow the program to succeed 

in each country. 
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Possible Solutions 

The role of social media, while important to the radicalisation of young people, can 

not be viewed as the sole reason for such radicalisation to occur, as it plays in combination 

with other socioeconomic, political, and personal factors, as well as psychological causes. 

When attempting to find solutions for the international recruitment of terrorist organisations, 

all these factors must be taken into account, as well as the fact that recruitment through 

social media or the internet is largely opportunistic, taking advantage of other factors that 

may leave an individual vulnerable to radicalisation. A global dialogue must be stimulated 

about the most suitab 

le actions to counter radicalisation, which must be within the framework of UNESCO’s 

Internet Universality Principles (Rights, Openness, Accessibility, and Multistakeholder 

participation), allowing the continued freedom of internet users, while punishing those who 

abuse community guidelines. 

Outside of official large-scale programs, governments and organisations must work 

with local communities in which there are many vulnerable individual communities. This 

includes religious institutions, financially unstable or socially excluded young people, and 

children with violent, abusive, or otherwise traumatic childhoods, making an effort to improve 

their mental health and esteem. 
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