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Introduction 

The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) has a long and disturbing history of 

violence ever since its independence in the 1960s and this issue is just the latest in its many 

conflicts. In the beginning of December 2017 till March 2018, a campaign of violence swept 

through the Djugu territory in the Democratic Republic of Congo as roughly 120 communities 

were attacked and more than hundred thousand affected. The majority of the displaced and 

murdered were people belonging to Ituri’s minority ethnic group – the Hema – and was done 

so mostly by the people of the Lenda community.  

This situation is not helped by the political and general regional instability in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo. The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHCR) have 

received thousands of accounts of rape, murder and separation of families and other sexual 

based offences. Furthermore, roughly Uganda reported more than 50,000 people crossing 

into their borders from DRC by the end of March 2018 

This conflict – more commonly known as the Ituri Conflict – has left roughly 4.5 million 

people displaced from their homes. On top of this, the villages that these displaced people 

once called home has been taken over by the Lendu militias. Despite the fact that the mass 

murders stopped by the end of spring 2018, according to reports by the BBC (British 

Broadcasting Cooperation), the Lendu militia continued to commit acts such as crop 

destruction, kidnapping and single target killings.  

Definition of Key Terms 

Ethnic Cleansing 
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The mass expulsion or killing of members of one ethnic or religious group in an area 

by those of another.  

Violence 

In terms of international law, violence is the unlawful exercise of physical force or 

intimidation by the exhibition of such force.  

Ethnicity 

The fact or state of belonging to a social group that has a common national or cultural 

tradition. 

Genocide 

The deliberate killing of a large group of people, especially those of a particular nation 

and/or ethnic group. 

Hema 
The Hema people are a minority group initially located in the eastern areas of the 

Democratic Republic of Congo. They are roughly 160,000 in populations and the majority are 

Christian by religion.  

Lendu 
The Lendu people are an ethno-linguistic group residing in the eastern areas of the 

Democratic Republic of Congo. They are roughly 750,000 in population and their language, 

Lendu, is one of the most populous in the Central Sudanic region.  

 

Background Information 

Second Congo war 

This issue has its roots in the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, which was a mass slaughter 

of the Tutsi group in Rwanda. This genocide had caused a massive refugee migration into 

DRC as well as a spill over of violence. This spill over led to the creation of several armed 

groups which opposed the Tutsi migrants. The Congolese government, already struggling 

with the anti-Tutsi groups, also had to face other armed rebel groups, seeing the 

governments struggles as an opportunity to get their way. As such, what proceeded after was 

known as the Second Congo War. Whilst the government were backed by allies Angola, 

Namibia and Zimbabwe, the rebels were backed by the Rwanda and Uganda. 
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 It took the death toll of nearly 5 million people for a peace treaty to be established 

which restructured the DRC government to a transitional one in 2003. However, a new 

problem arose with the new government as it was filled with weak institutions, corruption and 

an absence of the rule of law, leading to a lot of injustice as well as a continuation of 

violence.  

Rise of March 23 Movement 

Whilst various rebel groups were established in this conflict, one of the most 

prominent rebel groups to emerge were the March 23 Movement (M23). The M23 – 

comprised primarily of ethnic Tutsis – rebelled against the Congolese government for 

supposedly ‘renegading’ on a prior peace deal signed in 2009. Allegedly backed by the 

Rwandan government, M23 gained control of Goma, a province in eastern DRC with a lot of 

valuable resources.  

However, the M23 fell once the UN Security Council authorized peacekeepers and an 

offensive brigade under the mandate of the United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission 

in the Democratic Republic of Congo (MONUSCO). Despite their defeat, M23 left a very 

weak eastern DRC which allowed various other minor rebel groups to take over the area.  

 

Ethnic Violence in 2018 

The resurgence of this ethnic violence began in early 2018. The ethnic group of Hema 

were attacked by armed groups of Lendu, another ethnic group, using machetes, axes and 

small firearms to do so. Reports came in of several war crimes being committed such as rape 

and mass bodily harm of women, the elderly, children and even infants.  

By the second week of February, roughly 47,000 Hemas had been displaced and 

several thousand had sought refuge in neighbour Uganda, using boats to cross Lake Albert 

to do so. By the end of this conflict, roughly 1.7 million people across the DRC were forced to 

flee their homes and seek refuge in other neighbouring countries.  

Political Instability 

In addition to the violence in the region, the Democratic Republic of Congo is also 

currently facing a lot of political instability. Current president Joseph Kabila has been 

postponing the elections ever since 2016, with the election finally taking place on December 

30, 2018. This delay has caused a lot of riots and protests, to which methods such as tear 

gas and firearms were used to suppress them. To make matters worse, DRC has expelled 
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the Europeans Union’s ambassador in DRC as well as expelled 3 cities – with a collective 

population of 1.2 million – due to being known as ‘anti-governmental strongholds’. This just 

showcases the corruption and instability in the government. 

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Democratic Republic of Congo 

The Democratic Republic of Congo is a country in the heart of African Continent. It 

has a population of roughly 40 million, however, has produced at least 2 million displaced 

people in the last year, and so this figure is subject to fluctuation. DRC is at the heart of this 

issue, considering that the violence is contained within the DRC border. Currently undergoing 

elections, there have been serval reports of fixtures and abuse of power, showing the political 

instability that was already mentioned. To make matters worse, DRC is currently undergoing 

another Ebola epidemic and as such this weakens them further.  

United States of America 

The United States of America has been important in this matter, as it seems to be 

aiding the government. However, it does so with a very low profile, especially in recent times. 

At the beginning of December 2018, the US closed their embassy due to reports of a terrorist 

threat. Not two weeks later, it ordered all nonemergency diplomatic staff and families to leave 

DRC due to the severe expected violence that will come due to the then upcoming elections.  

 

United Nations  

Without a doubt, the Democratic Republic of Congo would not exist without the 

support of the United Nations. Bodies such as, World Health Organization (WHO) and United 

Nations Human Rights Council (UNHCR) have provided aid and given reports on the 

situation there.  

On top of this, the UN established the United Nations Organization Stabilization 

Mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (MONUSCO). Being a peacekeeping force, 

MONUSCO – established in 1999 – has a very clear mandate, to monitor the peace process 

of the second Congo war and stabilize the region. However, their mandate till date keeps 

being extended by the United Nations Security Council due to more conflicts and other such 

issues arising such as but not limited to; the Ituri conflict, the Kivu Conflict and the 

presidential elections. 
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Relevant UN Documents & Events 

● Extension of MONUSCO Mandate, 27 March 2018 (SC/13265) 

● Security Council Presidential Statement, 26 July 2017 (S/PRST/2017/12) 

● Resolution on the Peace, Security and Cooperation Framework for DRC and the region, 8 

December 2017 (S/RES/2389) 

Tackling the Issue 

This issue is quite complex in the sense that, to fully address the issue, one must look 

at all the numerous factors of the issue, most notably; the political issue, war crimes, the 

displaced people and the refugee crisis, and the general lack of infrastructure in DRC. To 

make matters worse, as this committee is not the security council, the committee cannot 

sanction or order/extend mandates.  

First and foremost, you must decide if, the situation in the Democratic Republic of 

Congo is in fact ethnic cleansing, as this is at the heart of the issue being debated upon. You 

may look at this case from the perspective of the evidence (news articles or UN reports) or 

from the perspective of international law (ICC Rome statute or relevant treaties). This will 

allow you to refer specific cases to the International Criminal Court so that the individuals can 

be tried for their crimes.  

Secondly, there is the immediate problem of resolving the violence side of the conflict. 

As this is not the security council, you cannot authorize the deployment of peacekeepers. 

Furthermore, this conflict is not between two nations and as such the diplomacy is very hard 

to do, especially considering that the Lendu’s do not have a particular goal in mind. As such 

the only way to then tackle this issue then, is to address the other aspects, and then hope 

that the violence dies down due to it.  

Concerning the political issue, by the time of this conference, the successor of 

President Joseph Kabila would have been announced and it would be in the African Union’s 

best interest to make sure that the transition is safe and done properly. This can be done by 

countries such as Uganda and Rwanda renouncing their support for opposition or rebel 

groups and the African union being a medium to stop this. However, despite understanding 

that the United Nations is about cooperation, the delegations of Rwanda and Uganda will not 

want this, and as such might want incentives in exchange for their renouncement. 
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One such incentive, is solving the refugee crisis that this conflict has created. Whilst 

mainly affecting Uganda, the refugee crisis has impacted most of the nations which border 

DRC. For this, you might want to establish a search and rescue operation along Lake Albert 

to ensure people in distress are immediately helped and tended to. Second of all, you will 

want to create massive refugee camps which tend to – at the minimum – the basic human 

rights, those being food, water and shelter. The next step would be to attempt to integrate 

them into society, as this is a very crucial and important step when addressing a refugee 

crisis. Please note that the issue of funding this is irrelevant is irrelevant as under THIMUN 

rules of procedure, the UN has unlimited funds. 

Furthermore, another way to solve this issue is by looking at the displaced people still 

inside DRC. There are thousands of people still inside conflict zones of the DRC that require 

tending to. As such, using the already established force of MONUSCO, as the African Union 

you could order this peacekeeping to; retrieve displaced people from major conflict zones, 

set up emergency shelters so they can be tended to physically e.g. food, water, medical 

attention. Whilst this is a bit less feasible, in the sense that you are potentially asking 

MONSUCO for quite a lot, MONUSCO’s mandate was extended in December 2018 to cover 

conflicts such as this issue.  

Lastly, the Democratic Republic of Congo requires adequate infrastructure. DRC is 

deep in external debt and, due to inadequate facilities and more, have a very low Gross 

Domestic Product. However, DRC’s potential saving grace are their resources. The 

Democratic Republic of Congo have roughly $24 trillion in untapped mineral resources. If the 

African Union were to use MONUSCO’s resources as well as their own to help fund the 

mineral production, this would solve a lot of infrastructural problems that DRC faces. It would 

generate more jobs as well as increase their capital product, allowing them to ease out of 

their external debt as well as use the remaining capital to help to fund for basic needs such 

as adequate food, water and medicine.  
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