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Introduction 
 

The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) is the main intergovernmental 
policy making body within the UN in the area of gender equality, specifically women’s 
empowerment and rights. It is a functional strand in cooperation with the Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC), reporting to ECOSOC annually. Its main purpose and goal are to 
mainstream gender equality within the UN system and connect women’s empowerment to 
sustainable development. Together with the UN Body for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women (UN-Women) and civil society actors as well as organizations, the 
Commission worked to guarantee that the SDGs (See Appendix 1), reviewed during the 
September 2015 UN Sustainable Development Summit, not only included a sole goal on 
gender equality and women’s empowerment (SDG 5) but also highlighted a gender 
perspective within all goals. CSW and its sponsor, UN-Women, are the most significant 
international actors working with Member States and civil society in order to create a world 
without discrimination where women and young girls are able to fully participate in the 
economic, political, and social spheres of their societies without consequences nor social 
judgment.  

 
More than 20 years after the United Nations (UN) General Assembly’s adoption of the 
Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women (1993), approximately 70% of 
women have been victims of sexual or physical abuse throughout their lives. In Africa and 
the Middle East, more than 120 million girls, still living today, have been subjected and/or 
exposed to genital mutilation. Furthermore, according to the Inter-Parliamentary Union 
(IPU), only 22.5% of members in parliaments worldwide are women, one of many challenges 
for women’s participation in decision-making within the political and judicial systems(s). 
 In addition, the UN’s work on sustainable development has stressed and raised awareness 
regarding the unfortunate consistent yet prevailing economic discrimination faced by women, 
who take on about 80% of the burden of domestic and unpaid care work. Furthermore, the 
informal work sector is the main source of employment for women worldwide, especially in 
developing countries. Women are estimated to make up to 85% of all home-based workers 
alone and are often subjected to larger gender pay gaps in this sector, thus leading to cycles of 
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poverty and inequality. These figures and unwanted habitual consistency demonstrate the 
need for further action by the international community and world leaders to promote gender 
equality, notably in relation and with guidance of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), and with focus and prioritization on ending the major pervasive form of 
discrimination of our times: the discrimination against women and girls.  

 
 

Definition of Key Terms 
Women’s rights  
 
Going by the consideration that all ‘Women’s rights’ are ‘Human’s rights’, create the 
fundamental basis that these rights were the rights officially enshrined by the United Nations 
for every human on the planet, regardless of gender, approximately 70 years ago. These 
briefly include the primary rights to: live free from violence (1), slavery (2), discrimination 
(2); accompanied by the secondary rights referring to: the right to be educated (3), to own 
property (4), to vote (5) and to earn a fair and equal wage (6).  
Migrant 

Any person who is in the process of moving or has already moved across an international 
border, away from his/her documented and habitual place of residence. This is, not taking 
into consideration: The person’s legal status, their motive for movement 
(voluntary/involuntary), the primary causes for movement and the details regarding the length 
and occupations of the stay.  
Migration  

Simple human migration is the (process) movement of people from one place to another with 
the purpose of settling, permanently or temporarily at a new location. The movement is often 
over long distances and from one country to another, yet, internal migration is also possible. 
Furthermore, there are forms of migration that only pertain to a certain context, notably: (1) 
Immigration, (2) Colonisation, (3) Conquest, (4) Invasion. With support of the UN SDGs, 
there is emphasis on the need for understanding and appropriate consideration of a person 
who may migrate due to forced displacement (i.e: Natural disaster, civil disturbance); with 
reference to them being referred to as a displaced person, or, if remaining in their home 
country; an internally displaced person.  
Human slavery  
 
Slavery refers to any system in which principles of property law are applied to people, 
allowing individuals or larger organizations to own, buy and sell other individuals; taking a 
human form of property.  
However, ‘human slavery’ in the 21st century refers mostly to ‘modern slavery’ which is 
institutional slavery whereby individuals work against their will and usually in extremely 
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hazardous conditions with little to no pay and includes but is not limited to mostly child 
labor. They are unable to withdraw unilaterally from such an arrangement and work without 
remuneration.  
The most common form of human slavery, present in the 21st century is referred to as ‘Debt 
bondage’ or ‘Bondage labor’.  It is the world’s most widespread form of slavery and occurs 
when individuals borrow money that they cannot repay and therefore repay their debt through 
required work and employment; leading to a loss of control over both their conditions of 
employment and the status of their debt.  
Sexual slavery  
 
Sexual slavery is a distinct form of enslavement that includes complete control over one’s 
autonomy, movement, and power to decide matters relating to one’s sexual activity.  
Thus, the legal and moral crime also includes: (1) forced marriages, (2) domestic abuse and 
servitude or (3) other forced labor that ultimately involves forced and non-consensual sexual 
activity. Women and young girls make up ~85% (majority) of sex slaves present today (See 
Appendix 2).  
Sexual exploitation 
 
Sexual exploitation refers to act or several acts committed through exploitation and abused 
use of another person’s sexuality for the purpose of sexual gratification, business/financial 
gain, personal benefit or satisfaction, or any other illegal and non-legitimate purpose.  
The act or acts of sexual exploitation are illegal and restricted as consisting of non-consensual 
abuse even though the behavior does not always constitute one of the other sexual considered 
misconduct offenses. (Advised to see Appendix 3; ‘examples of sexual exploitation’) 
Human trafficking 
 
The concept and definition of ‘Human trafficking’ is usually misconcieved due to pre 
misconceptions that human trafficking only involves migration of humans with purpose of 
commercial sex act facilitation. However, human trafficking involves the use of force and 
complete control over another individual, fraud, or duress (intimidation) to obtain a type of 
labor (See above definition of ‘Human slavery’) usually with involvement of a commercial 
sexual act. Every year, traffickers traffick millions of men, women and children worldwide; 
pertaining to any age, race, gender, or nationality. These victims may travel worldwide, 
across borders, and in extreme conditions while the traffickers commonly use violence, 
manipulation, or false promises with reference to proper employment or serious romantic 
relationships; with purpose to attract victims into ‘trafficking traps’.  
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Background Information 
To be able to really grasp the background and conditional role of women within the 

context of human trafficking, sexual slavery and sexual exploitation; it is important to look at 
the specific details regarding the topics forthmentioned. This includes the causes, 
consequences and technical aspects of the topics. This allows for a fully ranged variety of 
knowledge, allowing for a better acknowledgement, understanding and therefore value to be 
added to the aid and protection of women from human trafficking (1), sexual slavery (2) and 
sexual exploitation (3).  
 

Human trafficking and Sexual exploitation  

See above for definition of ‘Human trafficking’.  
 

Trafficker to victim tactic  

‘Trafficker to victim tactic’ pertains to the strategies and technical aspects that come into play 
during the course and process of Human trafficking. With consideration and understanding of 
the root and source of the issue, it is possible to understand and provide possible solutions 
regarding the trafficking of humans.  

Firstly, there are several causes by which victims abstain from seeking help which aids in the 
making of human trafficking, a hidden crime. With absence of information, comes absence in 
aid and acknowledgment of the lack of and need for protection of humans, specifically the 
majority of women (See section sub-subheading ‘Statistics & Facts’). The four primary 
reasons leading to abstention of seek for help in victims are: Language barriers (1), fear of 
their traffickers (2), fear of the law enforcement (3), fear of ‘unpaid debt’ manipulation (4).  

When relating the topic of human trafficking to women specifically, human traffickers have a 
variety of emotional, physical and impersonal mannerisms and approaches towards 
manipulation of women specifically. These include the use of force, fraud or coercion 
(humiliation, possible blackmail) to lure and assert these women and girls, who are then 
forced into labor or commercial sexual exploitation.  

The majority of victims remain women due to the fact that human traffickers view women as 
easy targets seeing the common stereotype and common knowledge that women and girls are 
more susceptible than men and also allow for a higher economic gain in the trafficker, seeing 
as their target audience is mostly male. This susceptibility comes with a facilitation in 
manipulation including: psychological and emotional vulnerability, financial 
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hardship/struggle, lack of a ‘social safety net’ and domestic instability. These pathways to 
manipulation in women may even cause such a great trauma that the victims may not identify 
themselves as victims and therefore will not have the habitual reflex of seeking for help even 
in highly public settings.  

Statistics & facts  

It is estimated that internationally there is an approximate amount of 20-40 million 
people involved in modern slavery today. Assessment of the full range of human trafficking 
is of extreme difficulty due to the secrecy of the cases and their often going about undetected, 
referred to by the United Nations as “The Hidden Figure of Crime”.  

Internationally, only ~.04% of the survivors of human trafficking cases are identified, 
meaning that the vast majority of human trafficking cases go and remain ongoing undetected.  

Human trafficking as a whole acquires global profits of roughly $150 billion a year for 
traffickers, 99$ billion of which comes from commercial and recurrent sexual exploitation. 
(Homeland Security, USA) 

~71% of enslaved people are women and girls, while men and boys solely account for 29% 

~50,000 people are trafficked into the US each year, the majority from Mexico and the 
Philippines 

In 2019, 51.6% (over half) of the criminal human trafficking cases active in the US were sex 
trafficking cases involving only children, notably girls.  

There is a global and obvious relevance regarding the role of gender on patterns of 
victimization. ‘The Global Estimates of Modern Slavery’ assert that women and girls are 
disproportionately affected by modern slavery, accounting for 28.7 million, or 71 percent of 
the overall total. Notably, women and girls represent 99% of victims of forced labour in the 
commercial sex industry and 58% in other sectors, 40% of victims of forces labour imposed 
by state authorities or landlords, and 84% of victims of forced marriages.  

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 
United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (UNCSW) (See Appendix 4) 

UNWOMEN (United Nations Women) 

Anti-Slavery organization in The United States of America (ASO/USA)  

The Global Fund for Women 
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World Health Organization (WHO) 
The World Health Organization is participating fully in inter-agency efforts to eradicate 
sexual exploitation and abuse in local areas.  
This includes participating to the work of the Special Coordinator on Improving the UN 
Response to Sexual Exploitation and Abuse, the Victim’s Right advocate for the United 
Nations, and the UN Chief Executives Board (CEB) Task Force on Sexual Harassment 
(CEBTFSH) 
 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

● Women Peace and Security, 31 October 2000 (S/RES/1325)  
● Women Peace and Security: The Middle East, 19 June 2008 (S/RES/1820) 
● The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action contributing to the 

gender-responsive arrangement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
● Convention on the Elimintation of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 

(CEDAW) and the ‘optional protocol’ (See Appendix 5). More than 185 are parties to 
the Convention.  

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 
With previous attempts to solve the issue, member states involved in the CSW must 

take into consideration the ‘no one way’ mannerism when addressing the variations in 
trafficking across the world. Differing culture, economics, social structures and religions all 
make equality laws complex to implement without creating an uprising 
conflict/disagreement. This includes corruption, cultural interpretations, and different systems 
of justice that create new upcoming difficulties, increasing the difficulty of such 
implementations.  

In general, this results in a variety and complexity in government intervention. While 
some countries believe that the policies created may encourage trafficking, the policies 
remain implemented because they work for their cultures; while other countries are simply 
lagging behind with no counter-trafficking laws at all. It is important to look at this to be able 
to see where the problem stands and further understand previous attempts to solve the Issue 
and how they could have resulted in even more conflict.  

However, the United Nations has still set some international standards. For example, 
in 2004, the UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons established 
a universal trafficking definition which was the first step to affirming the existence of the 
issue and the need for solutions, also setting the goal for countries to prevent and combat 
trafficking (as well as its recognition as a ‘human right violation) in addition to the help for 
victims.  

Similarly, attempts for possible solutions had been stated in the U.S Department of 
State’s “Trafficking in Persons Report” allows for a guideline and practical suggestions for 
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nations to comply with the “minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking” (USA; 
T.F.A)  

Another aspects that should be noted as consideration of previous attempts to solve 
the issue include the different focuses on the human trafficking situations in the media. For 
example, many of the laws worldwide focus on sex trafficking in women as opposed to labor 
trafficking (which is more widespread), partially because sex trafficking is more 
“interesting”, attracting more viewers. Several member states have installed an internal 
branch within the major media outlets in their country to ensure the appropriate and more 
relevant information is being spread, with an equal emphasis on all three: human trafficking 
and labour, sex trafficking and sexual exploitation. This includes the provision of contacts 
and ways of escape for the victims in consideration of the crime being a ‘hidden figure of 
crime’  
 
 

Possible Solutions 
 
The strengethening of the rule of law to make sure there is emphasis on the 

encouragement on Member States to implement as many policies as possible regarding the 
protection of women from human trafficking.  

A detailed overview and observation of the workplace to further women’s equality 
and access to similar benefits and pay and to avoid control over one’s consciousness. 

The encouragement of all Member States to hold annual widespread events as to raise 
awareness of Human trafficking with purpose to inform and demanipulate those already 
found in a sexual exploitation, slavery or trafficking situation.  

The inclusion and emphasis on collaboration with Low Economically Developped 
countries (LEDCs) to guarantee a non-government related continuation and grant of Human 
trafficking and other sexual exploitations or forms of modern slavery. This could happen 
through the encouragement of Member States to communicate with other neighbouring 
member states as to lower their rates of trafficking and “hidden figures of crime”.  

Several member states have installed an internal branch within the major media 
outlets in their country to ensure the appropriate and more relevant information is being 
spread, with an equal emphasis on all three: human trafficking and labour, sex trafficking and 
sexual exploitation. This includes the provision of contacts and ways of escape for the 
victims in consideration of the crime being a ‘hidden figure of crime’  
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Appendices 
 

I. Appendix 1: United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
  
SDG 1: No poverty  
SDG2:  No Hunger  
SDG3: Good Health 
SDG4: Quality Education  
SDG5: Gender Equality  
SDG6: Clean Water and Sanitation 
SDG7: Renewable Energy  
SDG8: Good Jobs and Economic Growth  
SDG9: Innovation and Infrastructure  
SDG10: Reduced Inequalities  
SDG11: Sustainable Cities and Communities  
SDG12: Responsible Consumption  
SDG13: Climate Action 
SDG14: Life Below Water  
SDG15: Life on Land 
SDG16: Peace and Justice  
SDG17: Partnerships for the goals  

Official UN website: The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
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II. Appendix 2: Sexual slavery statistics in women  
 

a. International Labour Organization: 
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/policy-areas/statistics/lang--en/index.htm 

b. Migration Data Portal: https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/human-trafficking 
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III. Appendix 3: Examples of sexual exploitation:  
 
[“Examples of sexual exploitation include: 

● Observing another individual’s nudity or sexual activity or allowing another to 
observe consensual sexual activity without the knowledge and consent of all parties 
involved 

● Non-consensual streaming of images, photography, video, or audio recording of 
sexual activity or nudity, or distribution of such without the knowledge and consent of 
all parties involved 

● Prostituting another individual 
● Exposing another’s genitals in non-consensual circumstances 
● Knowingly exposing another individual to a sexually transmitted disease or virus 

without that individual’s knowledge 
● Inducing incapacitation for the purpose of making another person vulnerable to 

non-consensual sexual activity.”] 

Taken directly from: “S.H.A.R.E: Sexual Harassment/Assault Resources & Education” 
https://www.swarthmore.edu/share/what-sexual-exploitation 

 
 
IV. Appendix 4: CSW Report 
 
“United Nations, Commission on the Status of Women. (2017). Report on the sixty-first 
session (E/2017/27). Retrieved 18 July 2017 from: <http://undocs.org/E/2017/27> This report 
summarizes the overall conclusions taken from the CSW’s sixty-first meeting in March 2017. 
The document highlights what attendees of the session agreed on about their conversations 
during the session. The final conclusions are agreed on by all Member States and encompass 
the comprehensive work of all of the discussions held at the meeting. Some of the 
conclusions reached include strengthening legal frameworks to advance women’s 
empowerment within the workplace, encouragement to implement policies that protect 
women against sexual harassment in the work place, and calls for the guaranteeing of 
maternity care for women employees. Delegates will gain insight into the latest themes in 
focus within CSW and be able to learn what their goals are moving forward from the 
session.”  
[Official United Nations guarded document]  
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Appendix 5: The ‘Optional Protocol’  
*Could be useful to take a look at, sets guidelines, boundaries, observations and other 
provisions and specificities.  
<https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/54/4>  
 
See below: Front Page (Screenshot): United Nations GA Resolution: ‘Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women’ 
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